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Who is Lot?

Genesis 11: 27

Now this is the line of Terah: Terah begot Abram, Nahor, and M9AITNR 072RNR T2 MR 10 NP0 PR
Haran; and Haran begot Lot. DIPNR TR 1 1177
QUESTIONS

e How many ‘stories’ are there about Lot in Torah?

e  WHY does Lot matter?

e Resonances with other stories within Torah a) narrative b) thematic? - see below

e Victim of circumstance? Greedy fool? Abused or abuser? What do the Rabbis have to say about him?

Genesis 12: 4-5

Abram went forth as nin* had commanded him, and Lot went with viP AR 7221 T PR 727 WK 02X TN
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 00 AR MY DYAYY DY wRntI2 072K
Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the IR"I2 mdb-m_g] YR Mw-nx DR MpN
wealth that they had amassed, and the persons that they had WY-IWR WOIT-NRY W WK DY NN
acquired in Haran; and they set out for the land of Canaan. When Y39 FARIR XD WID AR NOYY ¥ 1M
they arrived in the land of Canaan..... ToT T T R R
Genesis 13: 1

From Egypt, Abram went up into the Negeb, with his wife and vi2) 27WRD TR RTT DF%En 0728 DY
all that he possessed, together with Lot. 712237 Y

Genesis 13: 5-7

Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents, | :@°%aRY TR2I7IRE 727 0I2R-NX 7270 viv5-0N
so that the land could not support them staying together; for oYI5T T 1T NAWR PIRT ONR RpITRD)
their possessions were so great that they could not remain 2T N2WY P XD 39
together. o

And there was quarrelling between the herders of Abram’s cattle | vi»=m3pn ¥ 1721 OIAR=7IPD Y1 172 27710
and those of Lot’s cattle —The Canaanites and Perizzites were PIR2 20 IR B YoM
then dwelling in the land. ' -

Genesis 13: 8-11

Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between you and 72°21 °2°2 71211 *7n R15R vi9-5R 0728 MR
me, between my herders and yours, for we are kin. MR DNR DOWIRTD Y POV PN
Is not the whole land before you? Let us separate: if you go DRPWITOR *Pyn K1 7197 77399 PIRIDI KoY
north, | will go south; and if you go south, | will go north.” ;n?mnwgq TPRYI"DOR) n;nsxq
Lot looked about him and saw how well watered was the 790 92 TI0 1227927 NR R PPYTNR LIDTREN
whole plain of the Jordan, all of it—this was before nin' had TIT132 TIRYCNRY 0T0"NR M o |»}5’_7 TpYn
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah—all the way to Zoar, like YR TIRD 0137 PIRD
the garden of niny, like the land of Egypt.

So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan, and o7pn viP ¥on 17777 722792 N viv H-nan
Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they parted from each other; PIR YR OOR 17790

Genesis 13: 12-13

Abram remained in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities 9297 w2 2w viPY YIITYIND AW OIAX
of the Plain, pitching his tents near Sodom. :07077Y 2aRN
Now the inhabitants of Sodom were very wicked sinners against nin. SIRD T2 DORLM 07V 070 WIR)
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Lot - the less familiar part of the story
Genesis 14: 12-14

They also took Lot, the son of Abram’s brother, and his possessions, and
departed; for he had settled in Sodom.

072K IR™12 w27"NRY vibTn PN
:0702 2@° X1 1957

A fugitive brought the news to Abram the Hebrew, who was dwelling at
the terebinths of Mamre the Amorite, kinsman of Eshkol and Aner, these
being Abram’s allies.

190 XM 1297 0I2KY T3 voheT NKan
MY PR PIWR IR MRT Xmn Yivxa
0728172 *Py2 oM

When Abram heard that his kinsman’s [household] had been taken
captive, he mustered his retainers, born into his household, numbering
three hundred and eighteen, and went in pursuit as far as Dan.

P TR M2V %2 O YU :
wow WY A N3 TP YNy
777V 57771 iRy

At night, he and his servants deployed against them and defeated them;
and he pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of Damascus.

02°) VIV NI 122210307 pon)
PYRT? PRpwn WK 1IN7TY DT

He brought back all the possessions; he also brought back his kinsman
Lot and his possessions, and the women and the rest of the people.

PR vIPNR DI W02 NX 2w
:QUITNRY DOWITNN 0 200w

Genesis Chapter 19

Link to this chapter on the Sefaria website:

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.19.2?ven=english| THE_JPS_TANAKH:_Gender-Sensitive_Edition&lang=bi&aliyot=0

‘Do not look behind you’

Midrash Rabbeinu Bahya: The reason the angels forbade Lot to look back was that he would see the presence of G'd as it
was pouring sulphur and brimstone on the valley. Such a vision would prove fatal for him. Irith, Lot’s wife, had feelings of
compassion for her married daughters whom she had left behind, and this is what caused her to turn around. She wanted
to see if these daughters now followed them. She beheld the n1w instead and turned into a pillar of salt.

Pirkei de-Rabbi Eliezer: Lot's wife looked back to see whether her married daughters were following her and laid eyes on

the back of the Shechinah....
Rashi:

You have participated in their wickedness, but you are being saved by virtue of your relationship with Abraham. It

is not right for you to watch them being punished when you yourself are escaping.

Kimchi: ...this would have delayed their escape
Nachmanides:

Seeing the air filled with plague and contagious disease would be harmful - it would infect them

too....That is why Lot’s wife ‘turned into a pillar of salt’ when she saw ‘sulfur and salt'...the destruction came into her mind

and seized hold of her....
Abarbanel:

The men of Zoar certainly looked at the destruction and nothing happened to them. This was not a

natural plague of the kind that could be contagious. There was nothing wrong with looking. The expression meant

“Forget about the past. You are leaving it behind”.

Midrash Bereshit Rabbah 51:5 “His wife looked behind him, [and she became a pillar of salt]” - Rabbi Yitzhak said: This
was because she sinned with salt on that night that the angels came to Lot. What did she do? She went to all her
neighbours and said to them: ‘Give me salt, as we have guests, and her intention was that the residents of the city should

become aware of them. That is why “she became a pillar of salt.”

Lot’s Legacy
Deuteronomy 23: 4-7

No Ammonite or Moabite shall be admitted into the congregation of
nIn'; no descendants of such, even in the tenth generation, shall ever be
admitted into the congregation of niny,

Py 9T 03 I PP CaRIm 23iny XKD
0237y M Pap2 o KRD

because they did not meet you with food and water on your journey
after you left Egypt, and because they hired Balaam son of Beor, from
Pethor of Aram-naharaim, to curse you.—

D¥H21 OMP2 DONY TP RY vy 27y
7Y 20 WR) 07781nn DpNXRED 7172
:727P% 0771 IR 9inEn 1iy2t12 oyhatnR

But your God ninr refused to heed Balaam; instead, your God nine
turned the curse into a blessing for you, for your God ninr loves you.—

F208 °2 19727 APpamnx 7 THOR M
PR T

You shall never concern yourself with their welfare or benefit as long as
you live.

:02i? 0702 onIwY oY wWITNTRY

Ruth 1: 1-4
Rabbi Dr Nicola Feuchtwang

p2of 4


https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.19.2?ven=english|THE_JPS_TANAKH:_Gender-Sensitive_Edition&lang=bi&aliyot=0

In the days when the chieftains ruled, there was a famine in the land,
and a man of Bethlehem in Judah, with his wife and two sons, went to
reside in the country of Moab.

WIR 770 PN 2V 701 DLRwn vRw P02 i)
YR RYT AR T2 D AT on noan
12 7

The man’s name was Elimelech, his wife’s name was Naomi, and his
two sons were named Mahlon and Chilion—Ephrathites of Bethlehem
in Judah. They came to the country of Moab and remained there.

DwY Y3 YR DY) 759K vRT oY)
AT OnR nvan oonYeR 11V 1iomn 113270
Q@Y XMWY RN

Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was left with her two sons.

1032 301 RO IRWN Y3 OOR 200K NN

They married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth,

o) TTY RGO NPIRD B3 O77 RO

and they lived there about ten years. 0% YD QW 13w NN NCIwn

Jewish Women'’s Archive
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/lots-daughters-midrash-and-aggadah#:~:text=L ot %20is%20indicted.-
Midrashic%20Perspective%200f%20Lot,midrash%20(Aggadat%20Bereshit%20%5Bed.

According to the Midrash (7anhuma, Vayera 12), Lot, from the outset, decided to dwell in Sodom because he wanted to
engage in the licentious behavior of its inhabitants. His negative behavior comes to the fore when the townspeople mill
about his door, demanding that he hand over the angels, and he instead offers his daughters to the mob. The Rabbis
observe that a man usually allows himself to be killed in order to save his wife and children, while Lot was willing to allow
the townspeople to abuse his daughters. In response to this, the Holy One, blessed be He, says to Lot: By your life, the
improper act that you intended to be done to your daughters will indeed be committed, but to you.

This midrash sharply focuses the reversal between these two episodes. In the first event, in Sodom, Lot was ready to force
his daughters, against their will, to engage in sexual relations with the townspeople. In contrast, in the second episode,
which takes place after the upheaval of Sodom, Lot’s daughters engage in relations with their unwitting father.
Consequently, these acts of incest are Lot’s punishment for his unseemly behavior.

Another midrash (Aggadat Bereshit [ed. Buber] 25:1) regards the daughters’ act as punishment for their father’'s own
sexual promiscuity. Lot thought that if he were to dwell in Sodom, he could engage in licentious behavior without anyone’s
knowledge. He accordingly was punished by his daughters engaging in intercourse with him; this episode became
common knowledge and is read each year during the public Torah reading of the verse: “Thus the two daughters of Lot
came to be with child by their father” (Gen. 19:36). R. Nahman adds: “Whoever is driven by his hunger for transgression
will eventually be fed from his own flesh” (7anhuma, Vayera12). Lot was eager to engage in promiscuity; in the end, his
daughters played the harlot with him.

Another Rabbinic view was that Lot secretly lusted after his daughters. He was intoxicated when the elder sister lay with
him, but he was sober when she rose, as is indicated in the Torah by the dot over the word v-ve-komah (“when she rose”).
Despite his knowledge of what had transpired, he did not refrain from drinking wine the next night as well, and lying with
his younger daughter (Gen. Rabbah 51:8-9).

Lot’s daughters, in contrast, are treated sympathetically. The midrash observes that, by strict law, the daughters deserve to
be burnt by fire for having lain with their father (Aggadat Bereshit [ed. Buber] 25:1), but the Holy One, blessed be He, who
knows man’s thoughts, judges them by their thoughts and not their deed. The daughters’ true intent was not to lie with
their father, on whom they had no sexual designs, but to save the world from total devastation. The daughters thought
that the entire world had been laid waste, as had happened during the Flood, since they saw no living souls wherever they
went; they did not know that only Sodom had been destroyed. They said: “The Holy One, blessed be He, has rescued us
so that the world will exist through us, so that the human race shall continue.” The Holy One, blessed be He, knew their
honest minds and good thoughts and rewarded them for their actions. Accordingly, when he commanded “no Ammonite
or Moabite shall be admitted into the congregation of the Lord” (Deut. 23:4), this prohibition against intermarriage applies
only to the males, and not to the females (Pesikta Rabbati 42).

Rashi on Genesis 19:26 (citing Genesis Rabbah)

n'7n 2 'ani AND SHE BECAME A PILLAR OF SALT — By salt had she sinned and by salt was she punished. He (Lot)
said to her once: “Give a little salt to these strangers” and she answered him, “Do you mean to introduce this bad custom,
also, into our city?” (Genesis Rabbah 50:4).

Ibn Ezra on Genesis 19:26

A PILLAR. Nitziv (pillar) means the same as matzevah. Her bones were burned by brimstone and she was encrusted in
salt, for it is written, brimstone, and salt..like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim (Deut. 29:22).
This verse also shows that Zoar was not destroyed. The latter is also borne out by the words of the angel.

Lot’s Wife - from R. Shulamit Ambalu 7.11.2025 (with permission)
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In a fast moving situation, it can be very difficult to stop and reflect. | find myself thinking about how well | reacted to the
challenges of Covid as well as how have come through the past two years. There are many things | would have done
differently; but that is the benefit of hindsight.

Someone else looks back in the part of the Torah we will read this week. Abraham, Lot and his family are fleeing the
destruction of S'dom, brought about by God. They are told to run, and not look back. Lot's wife does, and she becomes a
pillar of salt. It is usual to understand this as her punishment. The Women'’s Torah Commentary points out that “she is
reluctant to ignore what happens to those she leaves behind, and this cost her her life”. | can also understand her act of
stopping to look behind her as a moment of afterthought, of gaining perspective on the wicked city.

The trouble is that this crystallises her, it freezes her in place. Or does it? The word for pillar [netziV is built upon the same
root as a memorial at a burial place [matzevd. It is as if Lot’s wife becomes a literal monument to the burning city. She
becomes the boundary marker between hope for the future and grief for the past; a reminder that it is through the act of
turning back, genuine grief, and boundary marking, that new life, ethical life, becomes genuinely possible.

POSSIBLE RESONANCES
Noah?

Judah?

Jonah?

Judges chapter 19-20 ?
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