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Haftarah from Rabbinic Literature
Shabbat Va-yeira 5786

Before reading the Haftarah
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Blessed are You, our Living God, Sovereign of the universe, who gave to us a heavenly voice to
say that “These and these” are words of wisdom. Blessed are You God, You chose the Torah,
Moses Your servant, Israel Your people and true and righteous Sages.

Baruch attah Adonai eloheinu melech ha-olam, asher natan lanu bat kol she’amrah eilu va'eilu divrei
chochmah. Baruch attah Adonai;, ha-bocheir ba-torah, uv'mosheh avdo, uv'yisra’el ammo, uv'chachmei emet
va-tzedek.

from Pirkei d'Rabbi Eliezer Chapter 25
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Rabbi Z'eira said: The men of Sodom were wealthy men of ease, on account of the good and
fruitful land which they dwelled in. For every need in the world came forth from it for them...
But they did not trust in the shadow of their Creator, but in the multitude of their wealth, for
wealth pushes aside its owners from the fear of Heaven. As it is said, THEY THAT TRUST IN THEIR
WEALTH (Psalm 49:6).
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Rabbi Nataniel said: The men of Sodom did not have the consideration for the honour of their
Owner to distribute food to the wayfarer and the stranger, but even fenced in all the trees at
the top, above their fruit so that they should not be seized even by a bird of heaven. Asitis
said, NO BIRD OF PREY KNOWS THE PATH TO IT (Job 28:7).
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korchah said: They appointed over themselves judges who were lying
judges, and they oppressed every wayfarer and stranger who entered Sodom by their
judgments, and they took from them their money, and sent them out naked. As it is said,
THEY HAVE OPPRESSED THE STRANGER WITHOUT JUDGMENT (Ezekiel 22:29).
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They were dwelling in security, undisturbed and at ease, without the fear of war from all their
surroundings, as it is said, THEIR HOUSES ARE SAFE FROM FEAR (Job 21.9).

And they were sated with all the produce of the earth, but they did not strengthen the hand of
the needy or of the poor with a loaf of bread, as it is said THIS WAS THE SIN OF YOUR SISTER
SODOM: ARROGANCE! SHE AND HER DAUGHTERS HAD PLENTY OF BREAD AND UNTROUBLED TRANQUILITY;
YET SHE DID NOT SUPPORT THE POOR AND THE NEEDY (Ezekiel 16:49).
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Rabbi Yehudah said: They made a proclamation in Sodom: Anyone who strengthens the
hand of the poor or the needy with a loaf of bread shall be burnt by fire. Palitit, daughter of
Lot, was married to one of the powerful men of Sodom. She saw a certain very poor man in
the street of the city, and her soul was grieved on his account, as it is said, WAS NOT MY SOUL
GRIEVED FOR THE NEEDY? (Job 30:25). What did she do? Every day when she went out to draw
water she put in her bucket from the provisions of her home, and she fed that poor man. The
men of Sodom said, “From what does this poor man live?” When they discovered the details
of the matter, they brought her forth to be burnt with fire.

She said, “Sovereign of all Universe! Make justice for me and judgement from the men of
Sodom. Her cry went up before the Throne of Glory. In that moment, the Holy One said | wiLL
GO DOWN, AND | WILL SEE (Genesis 18:21).

After reading the Haftarah
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For the Torah, for the service, for words of wisdom, and for this Shabbat day which You gave
us, our Living God, for holiness and rest, for glory and beauty - for all these, God our Creator,
we thank and bless You. May Your name be blessed by the mouth of all living forever and
ever. Blessed are You God, who makes the Shabbat holy.

Al ha-torah v'al ha-avodah, val divrei chochmah, v'al yom ha-shabbat ha-zeh, shennatatta lanu, Adonai
eloheinu, likdushah vlimnuchah, [chavod ultifaret, al ha-kol Adonai eloheinu, anachnu modim lach

um’var'chim otach, yitbarach shimcha b'fi chol chai tamid ['olam va'ed. Baruch attah Adonai, m'kaddeish ha-
Shabbat



