ALL ELSE IS COMMENTARY: DEVORAH & YAEL

Who was Devorah?

Metzudat David on Judges 4:4

Wife of Lapidot - That is to say, a
woman of valour, zealous in her
deeds as a torch of fire.
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Rashi on Judges 4:4

Wife of Lapidot - She made wicks
[ptilot] for the sanctuary.
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Devorah: A Mother in Israel

Metzudat David

A mother: Like a mother who
chastises her son to straighten out
his way, so too am I to Israel.
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Aderet Eliyahu

I arose as a mother in Israel, to judge
them and reprove them as a mother
who judges and corrects her
children, guiding them in the ways of
righteousness, as the verse says, 'Do
not forsake the torah of your
mother.' (Proverbs 1:8)
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Malbim

"Until I arose as a mother in Israel:"
It can be interpreted as if Israel had
ceased being a people, and now they
were born anew. She, as the mother,
gave birth to the entire nation.
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Yael the Heroine

BT Megillah 15b

The Sages taught [in a baraita]:
Rahab aroused impure thoughts by
her name, [i.e., the mere mention of
her name would inspire lust for her];
Yael, by her voice; Abigail, by
remembering her; Michal, the
daughter of Saul, by her appearance.
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Leviticus Rabbah 23:10

There were three who fled from
transgression and the Holy One
Blessed associated Their name with
them, and they are: Joseph, Yael,
and Palti. Joseph, from where is it
derived? As it is stated: “He
established it as testimony for
Joseph [Yehosef]” (Psalms 81:6).
What is Yehosef? The Lord [Yah]
attests in [Joseph’s] regard that he
did not touch Potiphar’s wife. Yael,
from where is it derived? “Yael
emerged to meet Sisera...and she
covered him with the semikha”
(Judges 4:18). What is “with the
semikha”? The Rabbis here say: With
a cloak. The Rabbis there say: With a
tub. Reish Lakish said: We reviewed
the entire Bible and did not
encounter a utensil whose name is
semikha. What is semikha? It is: My
name [shemti] is here [ko]; My name
attests in her regard that that wicked
one did not touch her. Palti, from
where is it derived? One verse says:
“But Saul had given Mikhal his
daughter, David’s wife, to Palti” (I
Samuel 25:44), and one verse says:
“Paltiel” (IT Samuel 3:15). It calls him
Palti and it calls him Paltiel. Who
married her? Palti. Who gave her
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back? Paltiel. Rather, I attest in his
regard that he did not touch David’s
wife.

BT Nazir 23b

Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak said:
Greater is a transgression committed
for its own sake, i.e., for the sake of
Heaven, than a mitzva performed not
for its own sake. The Gemara
questions this comparison: But
didn’t Rav Yehuda say that Rav said:
A person should always occupy
himself with Torah and mitzvot even
not for their own sake, as it is
through acts performed not for their
own sake that good deeds for their
own sake come about? How, then,
can any transgression be considered
greater than a mitzva not for the sake
of Heaven? Rather, one must emend
the above statement and say as
follows: A transgression for the sake
of Heaven is equivalent to a mitzva
not for its own sake. The proof is as it
is written: “Blessed above women
shall Yael be, the wife of Hever the
Kenite, above women in the tent she
shall be blessed” (Judges 5:24), and
it is taught: Who are these “women
in the tent?” They are Sarah,
Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah. Yael’s
forbidden intercourse with Sisera for
the sake of Heaven is compared to
the sexual intercourse in which the
Matriarchs engaged. The Gemara
asks: How is it derived that Yael
engaged in sexual intercourse with
Sisera? As Rabbi Yohanan said: That
wicked one, Sisera, engaged in seven
acts of sexual intercourse with Yael
at that time, as it is stated: “Between
her feet he sunk, he fell, he lay;
between her feet he sunk, he fell;
where he sunk, there he fell down
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dead” (Judges 5:27). Each mention
of falling is referring to another act of
intercourse. The Gemara asks: But
Yael at least enjoyed the sexual
intercourse with him; why is the
verse so effusive in her praise? Rabbi
Yohanan said: All the good of the
wicked, i.e., anything good received
from wicked people, is nothing other
than evil for the righteous, and
therefore she certainly derived no
pleasure from the act.

Bereishit Rabbah 48:15

“He said: Behold, in the tent” — that
is what is written: “Blessed beyond
women is Yael, wife of Hever the
Kenite; beyond the women in the
tent, she shall be blessed” (Judges
5:24). Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi
Shmuel bar Nahman, Rabbi Elazar
said: Beyond the women of the
generation of the wilderness, who
dwelled in tents, as it is stated: “Each
man at the entrance of his tent”
(Numbers 11:10). Why should she be
more blessed than they were? They
bore children and kept the world
going, but what use would it have
been? Were it not for her, they would
have been eradicated. Rabbi Shmuel
bar Nahman said: Beyond the
matriarchs. They bore children, etc.,
but were it not for her, they would
have been eradicated.

2°N37 NI RTT ,70R2 737 MR

%y o°Wan 77an (70,7 o°uow)
;7730 2R3 DY PRI 130 YR
27,1973 72 PRIY *27) YRR "0
TV 12700 23T W MmN YR

LR 02712) MRV ,0°70R2 Niae
,09% 7720 7991 ,320% MnR7 wR (0
7Y W 9,07 DY MR TP T
20T 1 132 K07 KoK 07
T LIITNG T2 A 131 02 ORI
TTI2R 1957 720 RO ORORY 10117

Shemot Rabbah 4:2

Another interpretation: “Moses
went” — that is what is written: “A
friend loves at all times, and a
brother is born for adversity”
(Proverbs 17:17). Who is “a friend
loves”? This is Yitro, who accepted
Moses when he was fleeing from
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Pharaoh. From here you learn that
one who accepts upon himself to
perform a mitzva, that mitzva does
not cease from his household. Yitro’s
mitzva was that he accepted into his
house a deliverer who fled from an
enemy. From his house, one emerged
who accepted an enemy who fled
from a deliverer, and killed him.
Who is that? Sisera, as it is stated:
“Sisera fled on foot to the tent of
Yael, wife of Hever the Kenite”
(Judges 4:17), and it is written: “The
children of the Kenite, father-in-law
of Moses” (Judges 1:16). Therefore, it
says: “A brother is born for
adversity” — because Yitro loved
Moses and was his friend, therefore
his descendants became brethren to
Israel in their time of trouble, and
Yael killed Sisera.
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Ralbag on Judges 4:11

‘And behold ...’ - It is mentioned
that Chever the Kenite had separated
himself from Cain, of the
descendants of Chovav, the
father-in-law of Moses. Earlier, it
was described that they dwelled with
Judah in the wilderness of Judah,
and Chever pitched his tent as far as
Elon-bezaanannim, which is near
Kadesh. This indicates the actions of
Yael, as it shows that the conduct of
Chever the Kenite was similar to that
of the other descendants of |,
following the faith of Israel. For this
reason, Yael endeavored to Kkill
Sisera.
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