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Judges 11:30-40

(30) And Jephthah made the following vow
to YHVH: “If you deliver the Ammonites
into my hands, (31) then whatever comes
out of the door of my house to meet me on
my safe return from the Ammonites shall be
YHVH’s and shall be offered by me as a
burnt offering.” (32) Jephthah crossed over
to the Ammonites and attacked them, and
YHVH delivered them into his hands. (33)
He utterly routed them—from Aroer as far
as Minnith, twenty towns—all the way to
Abel-cheramim. So the Ammonites
submitted to the Israelites. (34) When
Jephthah arrived at his home in Mizpah,
there was his daughter coming out to meet
him, with timbrel and dance! She was an
only child; he had no other son or daughter.
(35) On seeing her, he rent his clothes and
said, “Alas, daughter! You have brought me
low; you have become my troubler! For I
have uttered a vow to YHVH and I cannot
retract.” (36) “Father,” she said, “you have
uttered a vow to YHVH; do to me as you
have vowed, seeing that YHVH has
vindicated you against your enemies, the
Ammonites.” (37) She further said to her
father, “Let this be done for me: let me be
for two months, and I will go with my
companions and lament upon the hills and
there bewail my maidenhood.” (38)
“Go,” he replied. He let her go for two
months, and she and her companions went
and bewailed her maidenhood upon the
hills. (39) After two months’ time, she
returned to her father, and he did to her as
he had vowed. She had never known a man.
So it became a custom in Israel (40) for the
maidens of Israel to go every year, for four
days in the year, and chant dirges for the
daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite.
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Book of Biblical Antiquities - XL: 2-7 (1-2nd Cent. CE)

And She’ilah his daughter said to him, “Who is it that can be sorrowful in their
death when they see the people delivered? Do you not remember that which
was in the days of our ancestors, when the father set his son for a burnt
offering and he did not gainsay him, but consented to him, rejoicing? And he
that was offered was ready, and he that offered was glad. Now therefore do not
annul anything of what you have vowed, but grant me one prayer. I ask of you
before I die a small request: I beseech you that before I give up my soul, I may
go into the mountains and wander among the hills and walk about among the
rocks, I and the virgins that are my fellows, and pour out my tears there and
tell the affliction of my youth; and the trees of the field shall bewail me and the
beasts of the field shall lament for me; for I am not sorrowful for that I die,
neither does it grieve me that I give up my soul”

“Hearken, O mountains, to my lamentation, and look, O hills, upon the tears
of my eyes, and be witness, O rocks, in the bewailing of my soul. Behold how I
am accused, but my soul shall not be taken away in vain. Let my words go
forth into the heavens, and let my tears be written before the face of the
firmament [...] The white robe which my mother wove for me, let the moth eat
it, and the crown of flowers which my nurse plaited for me, let it wither, and
the coverlet which she wove of violet and purple for my virginity, let the worm
spoil it [...] Bow down your branches, O ye trees, and lament my youth. Come,
ye beasts of the forest, and trample upon my virginity. For my years are cut off,

and the days of my life are waxen old in darkness.”

Midrash Tanchuma Bechukotai 5 (c. 5th century CE)

At that time [when Jephthah made his vow],
the Holy Blessed One was angry with him. The
Holy Blessed One, said, “If there had come out
from his house a dog, a pig, or a camel, he
would have offered it to Me.” Hence YVHH
summoned his daughter to him. And why so
much? So that all those that vow will learn the
laws of vows and abnegations. ...

But was not Phinehas there? And still he said,
“and I cannot retract?” However, Phinehas
had said, “I am a high priest and the son of a
high priest. Shall I humble myself and go to an
ignoramus (am ha'aretz)?” [And] Jephthah
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said, “I am head of the tribes of Israel and
head of the magistrates. Shall I humble myself
and go to a commoner?” Between the two of
them that poor woman perished from the
world; so the two of them were liable for her
blood. In the case of Phinehas, the holy spirit
left him. In the case of Jephthah, his bones
were scattered, as stated (in Jud. 12:7), “and
he was buried in the cities of Gilead.”

When he sought to sacrifice her, she cried in
front of him. His daughter said to him, “My
father, I came out to greet you in joy, and
[now] you slaughter me? Is it perhaps that the
Holy Blessed One wrote in the Torah that
Israel offer the lives of people in front of the
Holy Blessed One? And is it not written (in
Lev. 1:2), ‘When one of you presents an
offering to YHVH from the beasts.” ‘From the
beasts’ and not from people?” He said to her,
“My daughter, I made a vow... Is it possible
that anyone who makes a vow does not have
to fulfil his vow?” She said to him, “Behold,
when our father Jacob made a vow (in Gen.
28:22), ‘and of all that You give me, I will
surely set aside a tithe for You’; when the Holy
Blessed One, gave him twelve sons, did he
ever offer up one of them as a sacrifice?
Moreover, does not Hannah [do likewise],
when she makes a vow and says (in I Sam.
1:11), ‘And she made a vow and said, “YHVH
of hosts, if You will surely see... [then I will
give him to YHVH all the days of his life].”
Did she ever offer up her son as a sacrifice to
the Holy One Blessed One?” All these things
she said to him, but he did not heed her.

When she saw that he did not heed her, she
said to him, “Let me go to a court of law.
Perhaps one of them will find a loophole for
your words.” Thus it is stated (in Jud. 11:37),
“leave me alone for two months, so that I may
go and come down to the mountains.”

R. Zechariah said, “Is there anyone who comes
down to the mountains? Does not one go up to
the mountains? So what is the meaning of
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‘and come down to the mountains?’ These
represent the Sanhedrin, as in the usage (of
Micah 6:2), ‘Hear, O mountains, the lawsuit of
YHVH.”” She went to them, but they did not
find a loophole for undoing his vow, because
of the sin of those [42,000 people!] that he
slaughtered from the tribe of Ephraim [who
didn’t want to participate in the war against
the Ammonites]... When they did not find [a
loophole] for undoing his vow, he went up and
slaughtered her before the Holy Blessed One.
Then the holy spirit proclaimed, “Did I desire
you to sacrifice lives to Me, (according to Jer.
19:5), ‘which I never commanded, never spoke
for, and which never entered My mind.”
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Rivkah Lubitch, “Tanot, Jephthah’s Daughter” in Dirshuni, ed.

Tamar Biala (2022)

“She was an only child, he had no other son or
daughter (Judges 11:34).”

The Shekhinah said to Jephthah’s daughter:
Jephthah has no progeny from you, and on
earth they don’t know that a woman has a
name of her own, even without having a son
or daughter. Sit with me in heaven, and weep
for this. On earth they call you “Jephthah’s
daughter,” and I will call you “Tanot.”

And why was she called “Tanot”? Because it is
written, “And so since long ago, the daughters
of Israel go to wail (le-Tanot) for the daughter
of Jephthah the Gileadite, four days a year
(Judges 11:40).” And they said, Tanot does
not mean wailing but is the name of
Jephthah’s daughter. And what does she do?
She sits in heaven and listens to the stories of
the earthly daughters of Israel, and then sits
by the Shekhinah and bewails their sorrows in
her ear, prays for them and pleads their
righteousness.
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