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Kollot Haftarah for Yom Kippur 5785

Blessings before the Haftarah are on page 275

Isaiah 58:5-6
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Is this the fast | desire, a day for people to starve their bodies? Is it bowing the head like a bulrush and lying in sackcloth
and ashes? Do you call that a fast, a day that pleases God?
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No, this is the fast | desire: to unlock fetters of wickedness, and untie the cords of the yoke; to let the oppressed go
free; to break off every yoke.

Babylonian Talmud Ta’anit 16a
D72 IR ROY M1 WIRD I 19V .007I3 0220 WM 72IWR RYR L0079 nPyn) pv XY
TYI DITTR 1Y °3 DIPYYD NN DR XTI XX ,7DIPIYD XY 0P DX O°T7R7 K17
27075232 WK DR (MY *RM ,”DPDID WK 0NN 19 1Y 9770 WX 130
oy2% W I 7'71: 77727 92 Ypypn — 77722 X1 W Y13 1’7’9x PRINY IR
ODINY DIRY 27KIT RI7 'mb L2 9730 PRI ATINNT,772Y 3702 WY DX 720K 92 RIX 27 0N
D°y27X32 ‘zsz 172,97 P71 .AP720 97 -m’nz Xy — 022w NIy 932 Y2V DRV 3772 YW

/oM 3191 AT R P30 2 A%y T — Ao

It is not sackcloth and fasting that bring about atonement for our sins. Rather, repentance and good deeds will bring
about our atonement. As we find concerning the people of Nineveh: it is not stated about them: God saw their
sackcloth and their fasting. Rather, “God saw their deeds, that they had turned from their evil way.” (Jonah 3:10)...

And a previous verse states: “Let each one turn from their evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.”
(Jonah 3:8) What is the meaning of: “and from the violence that is in their hands”?

Shmuel said that the king of Nineveh proclaimed: Even if one stole a beam and built it into their building, they must
tear down the entire building to return the beam to its owner. Rather than pay financial compensation just for the
beam, they repented completely by removing any remnant of stolen property from their possession.

Rav Adda bar Ahava said: What about a person who has the ability (literally, “it is in their hand”) to commit a
transgression, who confesses but does not repent? They are like a person who holds a dead creeping animal in their
hand, which renders one ritually impure. Even if they immerse in all the waters of the world, their immersion is
ineffective, as long as the source of ritual impurity remains in their hand. However, if they throw the animal from their
hand, once they have immersed themselves, it is immediately effective.

As it is stated: “One who covers up their transgressions shall not prosper, but whoever both confesses and abandons
their sins shall obtain mercy.” (Proverbs 28:13).
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