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Scripture Exposes Her:
Solving the Mystery of Shelomit bat Dibri
Kohenet Yael Tischler, Student Rabbi at Leo Baeck College

Leviticus 24:10-23

There came out among the Israelites a
man whose mother was Israelite and
whose father was Egyptian. And a fight
broke out in the camp between that
half-Israelite and a certain Israelite.
The son of the Israelite woman
pronounced the Name in blasphemy,
and he was brought to Moses—now his
mother’s name was Shelomith
daughter of Dibri of the tribe of
Dan— and he was placed in custody,
until the decision of YHVH should be
made clear to them. And YHVH spoke
to Moses, saying: Take the blasphemer
outside the camp; and let all who were
within hearing lay their hands upon his
head, and let the community leadership
stone him. And to the Israelite people
speak thus: Anyone who blasphemes
God shall bear the guilt; and one who
also pronounces the name YHVH shall
be put to death. The community
leadership shall stone that person;
stranger or citizen—having thus
pronounced the Name—shall be put to
death. If any party kills any human
being, that person shall be put to death.
One who Kkills a beast shall make
restitution for it: life for life. If any party
maims another [person]: what was done
shall be done in return— fracture for
fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. The
injury inflicted on a human being shall
be inflicted in return. One who Kkills a
beast shall make restitution for it; but
one who kills a human being shall be
put to death. You shall have one
standard for stranger and citizen alike:
for I YHVH am your God. Moses spoke
thus to the Israelites. And they took the
blasphemer outside the camp and pelted
him with stones. The Israelites did as
YHVH had commanded Moses.
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“Shelomit” - as Rabbi Levi said, that she
would chatter, “Shalom to you,”
“Shalom to you [plural],” a “Shalom” to
everyone. Rabbi Yitzchak said, “‘Bat
dibri’ - that she brought death on her
son.
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Leviticus Rabbah Emor 4

Rav Huna said in the name of Bar
Kapara, “For the sake of four things
were Israel redeemed from Egypt: that
they did not change their names, and
they did not change their language, and
they did not speak lashon hara and that
there was not found one amongst them
loose with regards to sexuality”...And
there was not one of them found to be
loose with regards to sexuality - to make
known to you that it was thus, there was
one, and scripture exposes her, as it is
written, “And the name of his mother
was Shelomit bat Dibri from the tribe of
Dan” (Leviticus 24:11).
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Tanhuma Emor 32

The taskmasters were from Egypt and
the overseers were from Israel. A
taskmaster was in charge of ten
overseers, and an overseer over ten
Israelites, [thus] a taskmaster would be
found in charge of one hundred and ten
Israelites. One time, a taskmaster woke
an overseer early. He said to him, “Go,
gather your ten.” When he [the
overseer] left, he [the taskmaster]
entered his house and he made light
with Shelomit, the wife of the overseer.
Her husband returned and found him
[the taskmaster] leaving his house.
When he knew that he had perceived
him, he would strike him everyday. The
holy spirit was sparked in Moses. He
raised his eyes on high. He said, “Was it
not enough for this evil person that he
violated his wife, that he returns and
strikes him?” Immediately, “And he
struck the Egyptian and buried him in
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the sand” (Exodus 2:12). The Holy
Blessed One said, “In this world, on
account of wrongs, you are handed over
into the hand of the nations of the
world, but in the world to come, kings
will provide your childcare and their
princesses will be your wetnurses, and
they will bow to you, noses to the
ground, and they will lick the dust of
your feet and you will know that I am
YHVH - those who hope in me will not
be ashamed” (Isaiah 49:23).

Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer 48

Rabbi Yose says, “The Egyptians would
make the Israelites unclean, and their
women with them. Know that the son of
a son of Dan married a woman from his
tribe, and her name was Shelomit bat
Dibri. And that same night, the
taskmasters of Pharaoh raped her and
killed her husband and she became
pregnant. And everything follows the
seed, if sweet - to sweet, but if bitter - to
bitter. And when Israel went out of
Egypt, he started to revile and
blaspheme, as it is written, “And the son
of the Israelite woman pierced the
Name and cursed” (Leviticus 24:11).
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Leviticus Rabbah Emor 4

The taskmasters were Egyptians and
the overseers were Israelites. A
taskmaster would be in charge of ten
overseers and the overseer would be in
charge of ten people, then a taskmaster
would be found to be in charge of one
hundred and ten people. One time, a
taskmaster woke up an overseer early. He
said to him, ‘Go, gather your ten!” When he
went into his house, his [the overseer’s] wife
giggled at him [the taskmaster].” He said,
“Aha! She belongs to this guy!” He went out
and hid himself behind the ladder, when her
husband went out, he entered and made light
with her. He [the overseer] turned around
and saw him [the taskmaster] leaving from
inside his house. When he [the taskmaster]
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realised that he [the overseer] saw him
leaving his house, he [started] beating him all
day, and saying to him, “Work properly! Work
properly!” and he intended to seek to kill him.
At that very hour, the holy spirit came forth to
Moses, this is [why it is written], “And he
turned this way and that” (Exodus 2:12).
What is “and he turned this way and that”?
Rather, he saw what he did to him at home
and what he was going to do to him in the
field. He said, “Was it not enough for him that
he made light with his wife, that he seeks to
kill him?!” Immediately, “and he saw there
was no man around” (ibid.).

Exodus Rabbah 1:28:2
One time, the Egyptian taskmaster went to the W DR XN WAIT TN DR oY
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pregnant by him. [When], her husband
returned, he found the Egyptian leaving his
house. He asked her: “Did he touch you?” She
said to him: “Yes, and I believed that he was
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you.
Sekhel Tov Shemot 2:11

The Egyptian went to his house and did not INWR? HRW ,IRYA R IN°2 DR 8007 X2
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to him with, “Shalom.” Immediately, the RGN 12 YW L,y 0272 van)
Egyptian persuaded her and solicited her to | 7wn 12 R3pn31 7701 707 79Y2 DR REMY To0W
do a sinful thing, and she listened to him DLW HRIW N°22 NREAI XY 712 RYDY 100
wilfully. After he left, he found her husband IR DoYN1 720wn WY

and struck him and Moses became zealous
because of him and killed him. And
similarly, she was not found in the house of
Israel, since she replied to him with
“shalom,” he abused her.
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Excerpt from Student Rabbi Yael Tischler’s Dvar Torah on Parashat
Emor 5783: https://lbc.ac.uk/d-var-torah/parashat-emor-12/

Both women sit under the too-bright stars. The silence is thick and heavy and full.
Shelomit speaks first. “You wanted to know what I was doing.”

“Yes.”

“Listening.”

“For what?”

“The voice of my son’s blood cries out to me from the ground. So, I'm listening.”
“You come here every night. That’s what I heard. To the place where...”

“You can say it. Where they killed him.”

“Do you hear anything?”

“No.”

“Then why do you come?”

“Because I keep hoping I will. You can’t hold a child to your breast, wipe his
bottom, sing him to sleep, watch him grow into a man, without loving him. No
matter what he did or didn’t do. I saw them pelt him with stones. I hate every last
one of them. It was like my insides were being ripped out. But I still don’t fully
believe he’s dead. So I'm listening.”

Excerpt from “The Retelling of Shelomit bat Dibri” by Claire Helman

When she heard of his death she sought
Revenge

Cursed those who

Stoned him.

Their crops shrivelled

Their wives left them

In her dreams

Her son came

Told her to

Gather her community of women around her
They gathered, campaigned, and
Fought the law on stoning

She led the fight

With a peaceful approach in her heart.
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