Shabbat HaGadol: The Great Shabbat
Rabbi Colin Eimer, Shabbat 20 April 2024 g yt
Machzor Vitry, Laws of Pesach 259:1
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And people are accustomed to calling the Shabbat before Passover, the Great
Shabbat but they do not know why. For it is not greater than any other Shabbat.
However it is because in Nisan the day they went out was Thursday, as it is found in
Seder Olam Rabbah and in the chapter 'Rabbi Akiva. And the acquisition of the
Passover sacrifice was from the tenth.The Israelites said, "We should sacrifice the
‘abomination’ of Egypt, and they will not stone us!?!" The Holy One said to them,
"Now you will see the wonder that | will do!" Each person went and acquired his
Passover sacrifice, to watch it until the fourteenth day. When the Egyptians saw this,
they wanted to take vengeance upon them, but their innards burned, they were
exhausted by fire and were punished with afflictions and difficult and bitter
sicknesses. So they did not injure the Israelites at all. And so it is because of the

miracles that were done for the Israelites on that Shabbat before Pesach, that it is
called the ‘Great Shabbat.
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Malachi 3, 24-25

| will send the prophet Elijah to you
before the coming of the awesome
fearful day of the Eternal. And he shall
turn the heart of the parents to the
children and the heart of the children to
their parents so that, when | come, | do
not strike the land with utter
destruction.

| will send the prophet Eljjah to you
before the coming of the awesome
fearful day of the Eternal

Rashi (1040-1105) Troyes
to the Holy One of Blessing,

Radak (1160-1236) Narbonne

meaning ‘to the children. And the other
one too.

Malbim (1806-1879) Bucharest

He will turn the entire world in
repentance until the children who were
removed from the Torah of their
parents will turn the hearts of the
children to their parents to return to the
religion and Torah of their parents and
by way of this the hearts of the parents
will be turned to the children.
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Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 98a
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Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said to Elijah: When will the Messiah come? Elijah said to
him: Go ask him. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi asked: And where is he sitting? Elijah
said to him: At the entrance of the city of Rome. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi asked
him: And by what sign may | recognise him? Elijah answered: He sits among the
poor who suffer from illnesses. All of them untie their bandages and retie them all
at the same time; whereas the Messiah unties and reties one bandage at a time,
saying to himself: should | be wanted, | must not be delayed. Rabbi Yehoshua ben
Levi went to the Messiah and greeted him: Peace be to you, my master and my
teacher. The Messiah said to him: Peace be to you, bar Levi. Rabbi Yehoshua asked:
When will you come, O master? The Messiah replied: Today. When Rabbi Yehoshua
came to Elijah, Elijah asked him: What did he say to you? He said to Elijah that the
Messiah said: Peace be upon you, bar Levi. Elijah said to him: By that he assured you
that you and your father will enter the World-to-Come. Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi
said to Elijah: How can | believe him seeing that he spoke falsely to me, for he told
me that he would come today, yet he has not come. Elijah said to him: when he told
you ‘today’ he was saying today - if you would only hear God'’s voice (Psalms 95:7).



