Safeguarding and Welfare Requirement: Child Protection
The safeguarding policy and procedures must include an explanation of the action to be taken in the event of an allegation being made against a member of staff, and cover the use of mobile phones and cameras in the setting.

Safeguarding Children

Safeguarding and Promoting Children’s Welfare
1.2a
Use of mobile phones, cameras and Photograph Policy (including all electronic devices with internet capacity)
Policy statement
Alyth Kindergarten takes steps to ensure that there are effective procedures in place to protect children, young people, and vulnerable adults from the unacceptable use of mobile phones and cameras in the setting.
Alyth Kindergarten complies with the Data Protection Act 1998 and is registered with ICO, Information Commissioner’s Office.

Procedures

Personal mobile phones
· Personal mobile phones belonging to staff and volunteers are not used on the premises until the end of the school day. (Personal Mobile phones are kept in the Head Teacher’s Office and returned once all the children have left the premises).
· In the event of an emergency, personal mobile phones may be used in the (Head Teacher’s Office), where there are no children present, with the consent of the Head Teacher.
· Alyth staff and volunteers ensure that the work telephone number is known to immediate family and other people who need to contact them in an emergency.
· No personal mobile phones can be taken when accompanying children offsite but may be left locked in staff cars at personal discretion. 
· Kindergarten phones need to be kept with a member of staff in the classrooms. The teacher team leaders keep them charged. They should be taken with when children go outside or off site.

· In an emergency such as Fire Drill, evacuation or in-vacuation staff must take the school mobile phones with them. 

Computers, Cameras and videos
All photos of children are stored on the school computers and password protected. These are deleted when the child leaves Alyth Kindergarten.

Encrypted memory sticks are used when staff are required to work on reports at home.

· Alyth staff and volunteers must not bring their own cameras or personal video recorders into the setting.
· All photos of children should be taken with the school cameras and locked in classroom cupboards or the Head Teacher’s Office at the end of the day.

· Alyth Kindergarten Staff must not download images of children onto personal computers, mobile phones, cameras, social networking sites or any external site.

· Staff working on reports at home may use an encrypted memory stick and erase any images and reports when re-stored on the encrypted memory stick.

· Photographs and recordings of children are only taken for valid reasons, i.e. to record their learning and development, or for displays within the setting whilst children are present.
· Tapestry On-Line Programme – Both parents are required to sign the consent form before their emails are activated.

Smart Watch and fitness trackers 

We recognise there are many health benefits for the use of smart watches such as counting steps and heart rate. To ensure the safe wearing of Smart Watches staff must ensure that: 

● The watch has to be worn in ‘flight mode’ or Bluetooth is disconnected, this will ensure there is no internet connectivity to access notifications or Wi-Fi. 

● They agree to random spot checks by the manager and deputy to confirm the above. 

● Staff understand they may not use their watch to receive calls or check messages during working hours and whilst on pre-school premises as this creates distraction and potential dangers. 

● Staff have to be vigilant of others checking their watches and remind them of the Pre-school policy and procedures of the safe wearing of a Smart Watch.

● Photographs can only be processed from a Smart Watch with a mobile device in close proximity; staff are reminded that the safe storage of a mobile phone is in their bag stored in their locker. 

● Staff should not use their Smart Watch to access photos or images whilst on nursery premises (indoors or outdoors) and whilst on local trips/outings. 

● Where ongoing technology advances the pre-school reserves the rights to request the removal of a Smart Watch if the safety of a child[ren] is at risk. 

Parents Taking Photos
Parents may take photos of children using their own cameras at concerts, birthday rings and Shabbat. These images must not be uploaded onto any social network site.

	This policy was reviewed by
	Dan Salem                                          
	Alyth Kindergarten Trustee Member

	on
	22/01/2024
	(date)

	Date to be reviewed
	January 2025
	(date)

	Name of signatory
	Tor Alter
	

	Role of Signatory
	Head Teacher
	


22/01/2024

