SERACH BAT ASHER
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Asher’s sons: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, and Beriah, and their sister Serah. Beriah’s sons: Heber
and Malchiel.
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Descendants of Asher by their clans: of Imnah, the clan of the Imnites; of Ishvi, the clan of
the Ishvites; of Beriah, the clan of the Beriites; of the descendants of Beriah: of Heber, the
clan of the Heverites; of Malchiel, the clan of the Malchielites.The name of Asher’s daughter
was Serah.
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AND THE NAME OF THE DAUGHTER OF ASHER WAS SERAH — Because she still

remained alive after all these long years (Sotah 13a) it exceptionally mentions her here
(Seder Olam 9)
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Is it possible that they only believed when they saw signs? No! Rather they heard that God
remembered, and it was in that report that they believed. There was a secret sign handed
down to the Israelites in Egypt, a legacy left by Jacob, who entrusted it to Joseph, and he
again to his brother Asher, who handed it down to his daughter Serach. She was blessed
with longevity. The tradition was that the one who appeared in Egypt as the messenger of
God and used the word pakod "God remembered” and thus they would know that he was
the true redeemer. So only when Moses used the words pakod pakadti the people believed
that God looked upon their affliction, and they bowed their heads and worshipped.



Midrash HaGadol, Genesis 45:26

The brothers said: If we tell him right away, "Joseph is alive!" perhaps he will have a stroke
[lit., his soul will fly away]. What did they do? They said to Serah, daughter of Asher, "Tell
our father Jacob that Joseph is alive, and he is in Egypt." What did she do? She waited till
he was standing in prayer, and then said in a tone of wonder, "Joseph is in Egypt/ There
have been born on his knees/ Menasseh and Ephraim" Yosef b’mitzrayim/ Yuldu lo al
birkayim/ Menasheh v’Efrayim his heart failed, while he was standing in prayer. When he
finished his prayer, he saw the wagons: immediately the spirit of Jacob came back to life.
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And when Moshe and Aharon came to the Elders of Israel and made the signs before their
eyes, they went to Serach bat Asher and said to her: "A man has come before us with these
signs."

She said: "There is nothing to that man."

They said: "He said: God will remember you."

She said: "He is the the man who will bring Israel out of Egypt, for | heard from my father
Peh Peh Pakod Yifkod.

They immediately believed in their God and God's emissary as it says: The nation believed
and listened because God remembered the people. (Exodus 4:31)

Talmud Bavli Sotah 13a N78 3 AVYD NYDN Y33 TIYN

NPNWI AUNX N2 N0 1IN 2P QO 1251 1229 YN YT 71PN 1)
2P 9O 1920 NYTY DX DIV : N IR ,NINX NIYN ToON ,NTNINNND
YD ,970 ©IDN2INMYIAPI DXINND D IWY NONN DWW NIN 1D NINN

VI ,901 ,901 1D 1IN ,DI1D2) NAY DY TR NWN TON .10 10720V
NYAVNY NYIIVN DY ,DINNX IR NIRY XIN TN WITPN YavIv Nyn
PPN NN N - IND ON 201 - THNY NRIND NN DX ORIV DX

0P DOV IMIN QN TN, TRVIAVN

How did Moses know where Joseph was buried? They said: “Serach bat Asher remains
from that generation.” Moses went to her and said: “Do you know where Joseph is buried?”
She said: “The Egyptians buried him in an iron coffin and placed it in the Nile so that its
waters become blessed.” Moses went and stood at the banks of the Nile. He said:

“Joseph, Joseph, the time has come that the Holy One of Blessing swore that God would
redeem them. The time has also come for the oath that Israel swore. If you show yourself,
well and good. If not, we are free from your oath.” Immediately, Joseph’s coffin floated to
the surface.
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Nine people entered Gan Eden alive, namely: These are they: Hanoch ben Yered; Eliyahu;
the Mashiach; Eliezer the servant of Abraham; Hiram king of Tyre; the servant of the
Ethiopian king; Yoavatz the son of Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi; the daughter of Pharoah; and
Serach bat Asher. There are those who say also Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi.
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And when Joseph had finished giving them his orders, he turned and went back to Egypt,
and the sons of Jacob went to the land of Canaan, in joy and happiness to their father. And
when they came to the boundaries of the land, they said to one another: What shall we do
in bringing this matter before our father? For if we impart it to him suddenly, and tell him all
about it, he will be greatly astounded at our words and he will refuse to listen to us. And
they went on until they approached their houses when they met Serach coming towards
them, and the damsel was exceedingly beautiful and wise, and a skilled player on the harp;
and they called her and she came to them and kissed them. And they took her and gave
her a harp saying to her: Go, we pray you, before our father and sit down before him and
strike this harp and speak to him according to these words. And they instructed her
concerning what she had to say, and she hastened to Jacob and she sat down before him.
And she sang and played beautifully on the harp, and she sang in the sweetness of her
voice: Joseph my uncle is alive and he reigns over all the land of Egypt; he is not dead. And
she repeated these words many times. And Jacob heard her and it pleased him greatly,
and when he heard her sing it twice and three times, the heart of Jacob was possessed by
joy, through the sweetness of her voice, and the spirit of God came over him, and he knew
that all her words were true. And Jacob blessed Serach for singing these words before him,
and he said: My daughter, may death never prevail against you forever, for you have
revived my spirit. Only repeat this song once more before me, for you have caused me
gladness with your words. And she sang once more the same words and Jacob listened,
and he was pleased and he rejoiced, and the spirit of God came over him.
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When a clever woman shouted from the city, “Listen! Listen! Tell Yoav to come over here
so | can talk to him.” He approached her, and the woman asked, “Are you Yoav?” “Yes,” he
answered; and she said to him, “Listen to what your handmaid has to say.” “I'm listening,”
he replied. And she continued, “In olden times people used to say, ‘Let them inquire of
Avel,’ and that was the end of the matter. | am one of those who seek the welfare of the
faithful in Israel. But you seek to bring death upon a mother city in Israel! Why should you
destroy God’s possession?”



Rashi - 2 Samuel 20:19 1V:9 72 HLIINY =~ Y7V
DYIOVY , YN 2320 NN (V2 D2 ININVY) SNTL? DN 2015V 22IN
VIPDI2Y, VU T8 N2 YKL ) NTINR VAT TON) DRI DNINNI)

2N T DY, YANID PINI YNNOWN NN, NN IWX NANID : ( XD MYNY
: N QD D APYI ONTIN NN, NYNID GO DV ININ
| am one of those who seeks the welfare of the faithful of Israel. | am one of the inhabitants
of the city, who is complete and believes in Israel and the king. Midrash says that she was
Serach bat Asher, | am the one who completes the faithful to the faithful, as | revealed the
coffin of Yosef to Moses, and as | told Jacob that Joseph was still alive.



