General Welfare Requirement: Organisation

Providers must plan and organise their systems to ensure that every child receives an enjoyable and challenging learning and development experience that is tailored to meet their individual needs.
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Partnership
4.6a Parental Involvement at Alyth Kindergarten
Introduction

Creating community and warm trusting relationships are central to our ethos at Alyth Kindergarten which particularly includes relationships with our parents and carers.

Whether you are a working parent or a stay at home parent, a grandparent or other relative or trusted family carer, we strive to form strong bonds.  For the small children in our care this is core.  After all, if the children see that the important people in their lives trust and work with us then it must be alright for them too!

How we do it
At Alyth Kindergarten we invite the significant adults in a child’s life to come in and be welcomed to join us once a month for Kabbalat Shabbat and three Festival celebrations each year, Chanukah, Pesach and Shavuot.   
Other festivals are celebrated at Kindergarten without parents, although we ask for a variety of contributions such as a sign up sheet for the Party Food. 

The Chagim, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Succot and Simchat Torah are celebrated in house without parents.  At Chanukah the children sing the story of Chanukah for parents to come and watch. Coffee is served for parents to mingle before or afterwards.
For Purim we ask the children to come in Fancy Dress.  This can be their favourite costume from home or an ad hoc creation if you prefer.  We do not invite parents to the Purim party as we find the children tend to settle better in costume without parents.  There is a photo opportunity beforehand for parents/carers and we take photos for the Newsletter as well as uploads to Tapestry.
Tu Bishvat, and Yom Ha’Atzmaut are celebrated in house without parents.
At Pesach we invite you to be part of our Concert and the children are treated to a Seder. (Parents are asked to contribute traditional foods/symbols).
At Shavuot parents are invited to be part of our concerts.  Parents are also asked to make their child a flower crown, either with other parents in the Foyer (08.00 – 09.00) or at home beforehand. The children will bring home a decorated shoe box which we ask Parents to help their child fill with fruit and vegetables. Donations are given to the Homeless in Barnet.
The ‘Settling In’ Period

Parents are expected to make arrangements for a trusted adult to stay with their child during the ‘settling in’ period when children start at the Kindergarten. 
Volunteering in the Kindergarten 

We ask parents to come and share their skills and expertise too.  If you have a profession e.g. dentist, doctor etc. please let your key person know.  Please sign up on the signup sheet which is displayed on the parent notice board for our weekly slots of Challah baking and woodwork session.  We encourage involvement in the wider community and within Synagogue life.  
Visits off site

Parents can volunteer to accompany children on visits to places such as the Farm, Kenwood, local bookstore, RAF museum, local Homes for the elderly and many more.
Pre-Alyth

Kindergarten places are allocated up to a year in advance of children starting. The parents/carers are invited to become part of a Pre-Alyth group the term before the children start at Alyth. This is a lovely opportunity to get to know other parents and make friendships before the children start.  It makes the start date less stressful too! The Head Teacher will come and visit you in your home to ask and answer questions, noting your child’s interests and development.
Our Drop in Policy

We encourage parents to drop in and let their child show them around and meet their friends.  For busy working parents with an unexpected break in their schedule this can be a wonderful opportunity.  Just drop us a quick email or call so say you are on your way.

Communication with Parents

The class reps send reminders via a class WhatsApp group; this forum is used for Alyth Kindergarten information and updates only.  We also have a closed Facebook Group for parents to see the set-up of daily activities.  We send out a weekly newsletter which incorporates photos of activities and a small blurb of the weekly planning and objectives of learning The Head Teacher incorporates her own article on an educational matter within the weekly newsletter. 

Contact us

Teachers are available to have a chat at drop-off and pick-up times.  Please feel free to drop an email to tor@alyth.org.uk should you want a one to one meeting with a staff member.  The office number is 0208457 8792 should you want to check how your child is getting on.  We organise parent/teacher feedback meetings 3 times per academic year.

Mita Khara, Administrator


kgadmin@alyth.org.uk 
All other child related issues:  

Tor Alter, Head Teacher 


tor@alyth.org.uk 
Lara Thomas, Deputy Head 


deputyhead@alyth.org.uk 
The office door is always open.

Tor Alter
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