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for the sin we have committed before
You by hard-heartedness
MRJ Machzor 1985

Deuteronomy 31: 7

Then Moses called Joshua and said to
him in the sight of all Israel: “Be strong
and resolute, for it is you who shall go
with this people into the land.....

Psalm 27: 14

Wait for God! Be strong and let your
heart take courage! Wait for God!

Deuteronomy 15: 7-9

’Should there be a pauper among you,
from one of your brothers within your
one of your gates in your land that the
Eternal your God is about to give you,
you shall not harden your heart and
clench your hand against your brother
the pauper. 8But you shall surely open
your hand and surely lend them enough
for the want that they have. *Watch
yourself, lest there be in your heart a
base thing.....

for the sin we have committed before
You by hardening our hearts

LJ Machzor 2003
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Rashi to Deuteronomy 15: 7

You shall not harden your heart —
There are people who painfully
deliberate whether they should give or
not, therefore Scripture states, You shall
not harden your heart; and there are
people who stretch their hand forth
(show readiness to give) but then close
it, therefore it is written, you shall not
clench your hand (Sifrei Devarim 116)
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Proverbs 31:17

She girds herself with strength,
And exerts her arms with vigour.

Bavli Sotah 47b

From the time when there was an
increase in those who placed upon
homeowners the obligation to designate
the profits from merchandise for the
upkeep of judges, bribery and corruption
of judgment proliferated and good
ceased. From the time when those
judges and leaders who say: | accept
your favour, and: | hold your favour,
proliferated, the fulfillment of the verse
Every person did that which was right in
their eyes (Judges 17:6) proliferated.
Lowly ones were raised and lofty ones
were lowered, and the monarchy is
increasingly on the decline. From the
time when misers and those greedy for
profit proliferated, those hardened of
heart and who closed their hands from
lending proliferated and they
transgressed that which is written: You
shall not harden your heart, nor shut
your hand from your needy
brother...Guard yourself in case there is
a base thought in your heart...and you
do not give him (Deuteronomy 15:7, 9).

Midrash Tanchuma Metsora 1

Rabbi Elazar said, “Any one who shows
mercy to those who are cruel will end by
being cruel to the merciful. It is written
But Saul had pity upon Agag and upon
the best of the sheep and the cattle (1
Samuel 15: 9)
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