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Tu b’Av: The Loveliest Day of the Month 
 
 
Mishnah Ta’anit 4a 
 

   ּוִריםָאַמר ַרָּבן ִׁשְמעֹון ֶּבן ַּגְמִליֵאל, �א ָהיּו ָיִמים טֹוִבים ְלִיְׂשָרֵאל ַּכֲחִמָּׁשה ָעָׂשר ְּבָאב ּוְכיֹום ַהִּכּפ
 

 
(8) Rabbi Shimon ben Gamaliel said: There were no days of joy in Israel greater than the fifteenth of Av and 
Yom Kippur. 
 

Why was Yom Kippur considered such a joyful day? 
 

Bartenura on Mishnah Ta’anit 4:8:2 
 :שבו נתנו לוחות האחרונות, והוא יום מחילה וסליחה .ויוה״כ

 
And the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur): upon which the second set of Tablets (of the 10 Commandments) 
were given. This is a day of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
 

And what, the Rabbis asked, was the special joy of Tu b’Av, the fifteenth of Av? 
 

Ta’anit 30b: 9-10 
זה הדבר אשר  ט"ו באב מאי היא אמר רב יהודה אמר שמואל יום שהותרו שבטים לבוא זה בזה מאי דרוש  

 צוה ה' לבנות צלפחד וגו' דבר זה לא יהא נוהג אלא בדור זה
 

What is the special joy of the fifteenth of Av? Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: This was the day on which the 
members of different tribes were permitted to enter one another’s tribe, by intermarriage. It was initially 
prohibited to intermarry between tribes, so as to keep each plot of land within the portion of the tribe that 
originally inherited it. This halakha was instituted by the Torah in the wake of a complaint by the relatives of the 
daughters of Zelophehad, who were worried that if these women married men from other tribes, the inheritance 
of Zelophehad would be lost from his tribe (Numbers 36:1–12). What did they expound, in support of their 
conclusion that this halakha was no longer in effect? The verse states: “This is the matter that the Eternal has 
commanded concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying: Let them marry whom they think best; only into 
the family of the tribe of their father shall they marry” (Numbers 36:5). They derived from the verse that this 
matter shall be practiced only in this generation, when Eretz Yisrael was divided among the tribes, but afterward 
members of different tribes were permitted to marry. On the day this barrier separating the tribes was 
removed, the Sages established a permanent day of rejoicing. 
 
Ta’anit 30b: 11 

ֵׁשֶבט ִּבְנָיִמין ָלבֹוא ַּבָּקָהל ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר ְוִאיׁש ִיְׂשָרֵאל ִנְׁשַּבע ַּבִּמְצָּפה ֵלאֹמר יֹום ֶׁשהּוַּתר   ַרב ַנְחָמן ָאַמר  ַרב יֹוֵסף ָאַמר 
 ִמֶּמּנּו ְו�א ִמָּבֵנינּו ַרב ִאיׁש ִמֶּמּנּו �א ִיֵּתן ִּבּתֹו ְלִבְנָיִמן ְלִאָּׁשה ַמאי ְּדרּוׁש ָאַמר 

 
Rav Yosef said that Rav Naḥman said: The fifteenth of Av was the day on which the tribe of Benjamin was 
permitted to enter the congregation of the Jewish people. After the tragic incident at Gibeah, for which the tribe 
of Benjamin was blamed, the other tribes ostracized them. They took an oath to prohibit themselves from 
marrying a member of the tribe of Benjamin, as it is stated: “And the men of Israel had sworn in Mizpah, saying: 
None of us shall give his daughter to Benjamin as a wife” (Judges 21:1). The Gemara asks: What did they 
expound that enabled them to dissolve this oath? Rav said: They understood the verse literally, as it states: 
“None of us,” and not: None of our children, i.e., the oath applied only to the generation that took the oath, not 
their descendants. 
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Ta’anit 30b: 12 
יֹום ֶׁשָּכלּו ּבֹו ֵמֵתי ִמְדָּבר ְּדָאַמר ָמר ַעד ֶׁש�א ָּכלּו ֵמֵתי ִמְדָּבר �א ָהָיה ִּדּבּור  ַרִּבי יֹוָחָנן ָאַמר  ַרָּבה ַּבר ַּבר ָחָנה ָאַמר 

 ֶׁשר ַּתּמּו ּכׇל ַאְנֵׁשי ַהִּמְלָחָמה ָלמּות ַוְיַדֵּבר ה׳ ֵאַלי ֵאַלי ָהָיה ַהִּדּבּור ִעם ֹמֶׁשה ֶׁשֶּנֱאַמר ַוְיִהי ַּכאֲ 
 
Rabba bar bar Ḥana said that Rabbi Yoḥanan said: The fifteenth of Av was the day on which the deaths of the 
Jews in the wilderness ceased. The entire generation that had left Egypt had passed away, as the Master said: 
After the sin of the spies, on account of which the Jews of that generation were sentenced to die in the 
wilderness, as long as the death of the Jews in the wilderness had not ceased, God’s speech did not come to 
Moses, as it is stated: “And it came to pass, when all the men of war were consumed and dead from among the 
people, that the Lord spoke to me, saying” (Deuteronomy 2:16–17). This indicates that only then, after the last 
member of that generation had died, was God’s speech delivered to me, i.e., Moses, but not beforehand. When 
the Jews realized that the decree that God would not speak to Moses had been lifted, they established that 
day as a permanent day of rejoicing. 
 
Ta’anit 30b-31a: 13 & 1 

ְׂשָרֵאל ָלֶרֶגל ָאַמר יֹום ֶׁשִּביֵּטל הֹוֵׁשַע ֶּבן ֵאָלה ְּפרֹוְסָדיֹות ֶׁשהֹוִׁשיב ָיׇרְבָעם ֶּבן ְנָבט ַעל ַהְּדָרִכים ֶׁש�א ַיֲעלּו יִ  עּוָּלא
 ְרצּו ַיֲעלּו ְלֵאיֶזה ֶׁשּיִ  ְוָאַמר 

 
Ulla said: The fifteenth of Av was the day on which King Hoshea, son of Ela, canceled the guards that Jeroboam, 
son of Nevat, placed on the roads so the Jews would not ascend to Jerusalem for the pilgrim Festival. And 
Hoshea, son of Ela, said they may ascend to wherever they wish, i.e., they may go to Jerusalem, Bethel, or Dan. 
 

What’s this about Tu b’Av being a sort of “Jewish Valentine’s Day”? 
 

Mishnah Ta’anit 4:8 
ּפּוִרים, ֶׁשָּבֶהן ְּבנֹות  ָאַמר ַרָּבן ִׁשְמעֹון ֶּבן ַּגְמִליֵאל, �א ָהיּו ָיִמים טֹוִבים ְלִיְׂשָרֵאל ַּכֲחִמָּׁשה ָעָׂשר ְּבָאב ּוְכיֹום ַהּכִ 

חֹולֹות ַּבְּכָרִמים.  ְירּוָׁשַלִים יֹוְצאֹות ִּבְכֵלי ָלָבן ְׁשאּוִלין, ֶׁש�א ְלַבֵּיׁש ֶאת ִמי ֶׁשֵאין לֹו...ּוְבנֹות ְירּוָׁשַלִים יֹוְצאֹות וְ 
. ַאל ִּתֵּתן ֵעיֶני� ַבּנֹוי, ֵּתן ֵעיֶני� ַבִּמְׁשָּפָחה. ּוֶמה ָהיּו אֹוְמרֹות, ָּבחּור, ָׂשא ָנא ֵעיֶני� ּוְרֵאה, ָמה ַאָּתה בֹוֵרר ָל�

ּוָה ַבְּׁשָעִרים  ֶׁשֶקר ַהֵחן ְוֶהֶבל ַהֹּיִפי, ִאָּׁשה ִיְרַאת ה' ִהיא ִתְתַהָּלל (משלי לא). ְואֹוֵמר, ְּתנּו ָלּה ִמְּפִרי ָיֶדיָה, ִויַהְלל
 ...ַמֲעֶׂשיהָ 

 
Rabbi Shimon ben Gamaliel said: There were no days of joy in Israel greater than the fifteenth of Av and Yom 
Kippur. On these days the daughters of Jerusalem would go out in borrowed white garments in order not to 
shame anyone who had none...The daughters of Jerusalem come out and dance in the vineyards. What would 
they say? Young man, lift up your eyes and see what you choose for yourself. Do not set your eyes on beauty 
but set your eyes on the family. “Grace is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman that fears the Eternal, she 
shall be praised” (Proverbs 31:30). And it further says, “Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her works 
praise her in the gates” (ibid, 31:31)... 
 
 
Ta’anit 31a: 5 

ּוַבת ְסָגן ִמַּבת ְמׁשּוַח ְסָגן  ֶׁשָּבֶהן ְּבנֹות ְירּוָׁשַלִים ּכּו׳ ָּתנּו ַרָּבַנן ַּבת ֶמֶל� ׁשֹוֶאֶלת ִמַּבת ֹּכֵהן ָּגדֹול ַּבת ֹּכֵהן ָּגדֹול ִמַּבת  
) [ְלַבֵּייׁש] ֶאת ִמי ִמְלָחָמה ּוַבת ְמׁשּוַח ִמְלָחָמה ִמַּבת ֹּכֵהן ֶהְדיֹוט ְוכׇל ִיְׂשָרֵאל ׁשֹוֲאִלין ֶזה ִמֶּזה ְּכֵדי ֶׁש�א (ִיְתַּבֵּייׁש

 :ֶׁשֵאין לוֹ 
 

The mishna taught: As on them the daughters of Jerusalem would go out in white clothes, and on the fifteenth 
of Av they would go out to the vineyards and dance. The Sages taught this tradition in greater detail: The 
daughter of the king borrows white garments from the daughter of the High Priest; the daughter of the High 
Priest borrows from the daughter of the deputy High Priest; the daughter of the deputy High Priest borrows 
from the daughter of the priest anointed for war, i.e., the priest who would read verses of Torah and address the 
army as they prepared for battle; the daughter of the priest anointed for war borrows from the daughter of a 
common priest; and all the Jewish people borrow from each other. Why would they all borrow garments? They 
did this so as not to embarrass one who did not have her own white garments. 


