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FStaySafeithAbh Disability and Inclusion in Jewish Literature

Leviticus 13:3 - 5
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The priest shall examine the affection on the skin of his body: if hair in the affected patch has turned white and

the affection appears to be deeper than the skin of his body, it is a leprous affection; when the priest sees it he
shall pronounce him unclean.
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But if it is a white discoloration on the skin of his body which does not appear to be deeper than the skin and the
hair in it has not turned white, the priest shall isolate the affected person for seven days.
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On the seventh day the priest shall examine him, and if the affection has remained unchanged in color and the
disease has not spread on the skin, the priest shall isolate him for another seven days.

Leviticus 19:14
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You shall not insult the deaf, or place a stumbling block before the blind. You shall fear your God: | am the Eternal.
R. Naftali Zvi Yehuda Berlin, HaEmek HaDavar on Leviticus 19:14
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This [mitzvah not to curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind] is also part of the concept of
maintaining harmony and the dignity of human beings one to another...

and it is written in the beraita... “This is the book of the generations of mankind” (Bereishit 5:1)

Ben Azai states: This a major principle of the Torah.

And the Raavad explains that he is referring to the end of the verse “[lhumankind] who was made in the image of
God”- whom are you degrading? [when you shame another human being], whom are you cursing? [when you
curse another human being]? The image of the Holy One Blessed be God”

And someone who does not think this way is labelled as if the divine image is not resting upon him!”

Pirkei Avot 4:27
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Rabbi Yossei the son of Judah of Kfar HaBavli would say: One who learns Torah from youngsters, whom is he
comparable to?

To one who eats unripe grapes and drinks [unfermented] wine from the press.

One who learns Torah from the old, whom is he comparable to? To one who eats ripened grapes and drinks aged
wine.

Said Rabbi Meir: Look not at the vessel, but at what it contains. There are new vessels that are filled with old wine,
and old vessels that do not even contain new wine.


https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.5.1?lang=he-en
/topics/rabbi-yose-b-yehudah-of-kefar-habavli

Mishneh Torah
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One who sees a Cushite, or anyone unusual in facial appearance or conformation of his limbs, says, "Blessed are
You, Eternal God, Sovereign of the Universe, Who makes people different."

On seeing a person who is blind or lame, or one afflicted with boils or sores, etc. the blessing said is " Blessed are
You, Eternal God, Sovereign of the Universe, the true Judge."

If the affliction is congenital, the blessing is "Who makes people different.”

Edward M. Friedman, "Individuals with Disabilities" in The Observant Life.

"This might sound slightly pejorative, but can also be interpreted as an acknowledgement that what appears at
first as a disability can also be seen as a sort of blessing, as it may provide those who have a nominal disability
with insight and skill levels that they might otherwise never have attained.

According to the midrash preserved in Midrash T'hillim 34:1, for example, David who initially questioned the
purpose of madness in the world, ultimately prays to God to grant him at least the appearance of madness in
order to save his life from a hostile Philistine king. Thus we are taught that all sorts of disabilities exist in the world,
physical and psychological, and they all provide us with opportunities to look for God and experience divine reality
in unexpected ways."



