Elul Half Hours: To speak about God in a time of pandemic
Exodus 3:15
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God said further to Moses: You should tell the children of Israel: the Eternal, the God of your
ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob sent me to you... this [the
tetragrammaton] is My name forever and this is My remembrance from generation to generation.

Leviticus 24:16
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The one who blasphemes the Name of the Eternal shall be put to death. All the congregation shall
stone them. Convert, like a born-Jew, if they blaspheme the Name, shall die.

Midrash Tanchuma, Vaera 1:1-23-8:8 8IN) N0 @770
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And God spoke unto Moses, and said unto him: “I am the Eternal; and | appeared unto Abraham,
unto Isaac, and unto Jacob” (Exod. 6:2).

May our masters teach us the punishment that is inflicted upon the person who speaks the Divine
Name (i.e., the Tetragrammaton) as it is written? Thus do our masters teach us: The following have
no share in the world-to-come: those who maintain that the concept of the resurrection of the dead
is not derived from the Torah, that the law did not descend from heaven, the epicurean (heretic)...

Pesachim 50a:18-21

177 QW KT O9WI T OO RY PR 92 A1 27 MR RITIAR 1AW IRD RITRT WX TR XD TR M)
377 7192 20217 577 7172 RIPI TR 1210 X277 22w 2R 19T A9 XY 07 7192 2n001:

The verse states: “On that day shall the Eternal be one and God’s name one.” The Gemara
asks: What is the meaning of the word one in this context? Is that to say that now God’s
name is not one? Rav Nahman bar Yitzhak said: The World-to-Come is not like this world.
In this world, God’s name that is written with the letters yod and heh is read as Adonai,
which begins with the letters alef and dalet. God’s name is not pronounced in the same way
as it is written. However, in the World-to-Come it will all be one, as God’s name will be both read
with the letters yod and heh and written with the letters yod and heh.
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Rava thought to expound upon the correct punctuation and enunciation of the name of God
during his public lecture before one of the Festivals. A certain old man said to him: The
word forever is written in the verse: “This is My name forever [le ‘olam]” (Exodus 3:15)
without the letter vav, such that it can be read le ‘alem, to conceal, meaning that the name
should be concealed.
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Rabbi Avina raised a contradiction: It is written in the verse: “This is My name
forever,” implying a requirement to conceal the name of God, and in the very next phrase it
states: “And this is My memorial unto all generations” (Exodus 3:15), which indicates that
the name of God is to be publicized and remembered by all. Rather, the Holy One, Blessed
be He, said: I, i.e., My name, is not read as I am written. I am written with the letters yod
and heh, and I am read with the letters alef and dalet.

Chizkuni, Exodus 3:15:1-3
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God continued speaking to Moses, saying to him: “thus you shall say to the Children of Israel:” God
told Moses that it is not appropriate when speaking of God to always refer to the name that God had
just revealed to Moses. This we know already from a mortal king, whom the people applaud when
shouting: “long live the king,” without mentioning the king’s name, as this would be discourteous. If
a mortal king is not always referred to by his personal name...



