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Unetaneh Tokef:
The Power of the Still, Small Voice
10 September 2020 / 21 Elul 5780

Unetaneh Tokef (Machzor Seder ha'Tefilot p.224)
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We declare how profound is the holiness of this day, for it arouses in us
the deepest awe. Today the power of Your kingdom stirs within us. Love
is the foundation of Your throne, and the spirit of truth rests upon it.
Truly You are the one who judges and tests, who probes and bears
witness. You record and seal, You count and measure. You remember all
that is forgotten. You open the Book of Memory, and it speaks for itself,
for every man has signed it by his life. The great shofar sounds, and a
still small voice is heard. God’s messengers feel the alarm. Possessed
by fear and trembling, they announce: “Behold the Day of Judgment!”




1 Kings 19: 11-13
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And He said: ‘Go forth, and stand upon the mount before God.” And,
behold, God passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains,
and broke in pieces the rocks before God; but God was not in the wind;
and after the wind an earthquake; but God was not in the earthquake;

and after the earthquake a fire; but God was not in the fire; and after the
fire a still small voice.

And when Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went
out, and stood in the entrance of the cave. And, behold, there came a
voice unto him, and said: ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’

Job 4:12-15
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(12) Now a word was secretly brought to me, And my ear received a
whisper. (13) In thoughts from the visions of the night, when deep sleep
falls on men, (14) Fear came upon me, and trembling, And all my bones
were made to shake. (15) Then a spirit passed before my face, that
made the hair of my flesh stand up. (16) It stood still, but | could not
discern the appearance; a form was before my eyes; | heard a still voice:
(17) 'Shall mortal man be just before God? Shall a man be pure before
his Maker?




Shemot Rabbah 29:9
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Rabbi Abahu said in the name of Rabbi Yohanan: When God gave the
Torah, no bird chirped, no fowl flew, no ox lowed, not one of the ofanim
stirred a wing, not one of the seraphim said, “Holy, holy, holy!” The sea
did not roar, creatures did not speak - the whole world was hushed into
breathless silence. Then the voice went forth: “| am Adonai your God.”

Seek My Face: A Jewish Mystical Theology (Rabbi Arthur Green)

God spoke only the first letter of the word. That letter, aleph, is by itself
silent. God speaks only the great silence; the divine is a silent womb that
contains all language within it... all God says is that which cannot be
spoken, the pronouncement of the unpronounceable word. But this
word is overflowing with the energy of Being.

"Still, Small Voice"; CCAR Journal, Spring 2001, Michael Comins

.| prefer to follow Rashi and Abraham Joshua Heschel's literal
rendering of kol dmamah, "a voice of silence." Precedent for such a
reading can be found in the book of Genesis, where God says to Cain,
"the voice of your brother's blood calls out to me" (Gen. 4:10). Here kol
is a silent voice rather than an audible sound. And that, | believe, is
precisely what Elijah hears: a voice without sound. | propose, then, a
metaphorical but grammatically strict translation. Kol dmamah dakah:
the "voice of fragile silence."




