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There are four heads of years:

On the first of Nisan, the New Year for kings and for the festivals;

On the first of Elul, the New Year for the tithing of animals;

Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Shimon say, on the first of Tishrei

On the first of Tishrei, the New Year for years, for the Sabbatical years and for the Jubilee years and for planting
and for vegetables

On the first of Sh'vat, the New Year for trees - these are the words of the House of Shammai; The House of
Hillel says, on the fifteenth thereof



23 The LorD spoke to Moses, saying:
2Speak to the Israelite people and say to them:

These are My fixed times, the fixed times of
the Lorp, which you shall proclaim as sacred
occasions.

30n six days work may be done, but on the
seventh day there shall be a sabbath of complete
rest, a sacred occasion. You shall do no work;
it shall be a sabbath of the Lorp throughout
your settlements.

4These are the set times of the Lorbp, the sa-
cred occasions, which you shall celebrate each
at its appointed time: 5In the first month, on
the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight,
there shall be a passover offering to the Lorb,
sand on the fifteenth day of that month the
Lorp’s Feast of Unleavened Bread. Youshall eat
unleavened bread for seven days. 7On the first
day you shall celebrate a sacred occasion: you
shall not work at your occupations. 8Seven days
youshall make offerings by fire to the Lorp. The
seventh day shall be a sacred occasion: you shall
not work at your occupations.

9The LorDp spoke to Moses, saying: 19Speak
to the Israelite people and say to them:

When you enter the land that I am giving to
vouand you reap its harvest, you shall bring the
firstsheafofyour harvest to the priest. 1'He shall
elevate the sheafbefore the Lorp for acceptance
in your behalf; the priest shall elevate it on the
day after the sabbath. 120n the day that you el-
evate thesheaf, youshall offerasaburntoffering
to the Lorp a lamb of the first year without
blemish. 13The meal offering with it shall be
two-tenths of a measure of choice flour with oil
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mixed in, an offering by fire of pleasing odor
to the Lorp; and the libation with it shall be of
wine, a quarter of a hin. 14Until that very day,
untilyou have brought the offeringofyour God,
you shall eat no bread or parched grain or fresh
ears;@it is a law for all time throughout the ages
in all your settlements.

15And from the day on which you bring the
sheaf of elevation offering—the day after the
sabbath—you shall count off seven weeks. They
must be complete: 16you must count until the
day after the seventh week—Hifty days; then you
shall bringan offering of new grain to the Lorb.
17You shall bring from your settlements two
loaves of bread as an elevation offering; each
shall be made of two-tenths of a measure of
choice flour, baked after leavening, as first fruits
to the Lorp. 18With the bread you shall present,
as burnt offerings to the Lorbp, seven yearling
lambs without blemish, one bull of the herd,
and two rams, with their meal offerings and li-
bations, an offering by fire of pleasing odor to
the Lorp. 19You shall also offer one he-goat as
a sin offering and two yearling lambs as a
sacrifice of well-being. 20The priest shall elevate
these—the two lambst—together with the
bread of first fruits as an elevation offering be-
fore the Lorp; they shall be holy to the Lorp,
for the priest. 210n that same day you shall hold
a celebration; it shall be a sacred occasion for
you; you shall not work at your occupations.
This is a law for all time in all your settlements,
throughout the ages.

22Andwhen you reap the harvest ofyourland,
you shall not reap all the way to the edges of
your field, or gather the gleanings of your har-
vest; you shall leave them for the poor and the
stranger: I the Lorp am your God.

23The LorD spoke to Moses, saying: 24Speak
to the Israelite people thus: In the seventh
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month, on the first day of the month, you shall
observe complete rest, a sacred occasion com-
memorated with loud blasts. 25You shall not
work at your occupations; and you shall bring
an offering by fire to the LorD.

26The LorD spoke to Moses, saying: 27Mark,
the tenth day of this seventh month is the Day
of Atonement. It shall be a sacred occasion for
you: you shall practice self-denial, and you shall
bringan offering by fire to the LorD; 28you shall
do no work throughout that day. For it is a Day
of Atonement, on which expiation is made on
your behalf before the Lorp your God. 2°In-
deed, any person who does not practice self-
denial throughout that day shall be cut off from
his kin; 3and whoever does any work through-
out that day, I will cause that person to perish
fromamonghispeople.3!Do no work whatever;
it is a law for all time, throughout the ages in
all your settlements. 321t shall be a sabbath of
complete rest for you, and you shall practice
self-denial; on the ninth day of the month at
evening, from evening to evening, you shall ob-
serve this your sabbath.

33The LorD spoke to Moses, saying: 34Say to
the Israelite people:

On the fifteenth day of this seventh month
there shall be the Feast of Boothsc to the Lorb,
[to last] seven days. 35The first day shall be a
sacred occasion: you shall not work at your oc-
cupations;3¢seven days youshall bring offerings
by fire to the Lorp. On the eighth day you shall
observe a sacred occasion and bring an offering
by fire to the Lorb; it is a solemn gathering:4
you shall not work at your occupations.

37Those are the set times of the Lorp that you
shall celebrate as sacred occasions, bringing
offerings by fire to the Lorp—burnt offerings,
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meal offerings, sacrifices, and libations, on each
day what is proper to it—3%apart from the sab-
bathsofthe Lorp, and apart from your gifts and
from all your votive offerings and from all your
freewill offerings that you give to the Lorp.

#Mark, on the fifteenth day of the seventh
month, when you have gathered in the yield of
your land, you shall observe the festival of the
Lorp [to last] seven days: a complete rest on
the first day, and a complete rest on the eighth
day.400n the first day you shall take the product
of hadare trees, branches of palm trees, boughs
of leafyf trees, and willows of the brook, and you
shall rejoice before the Lorp your God seven
days. 41You shall observe it as a festival of the
Lorp for seven days in the year; you shall ob-
serve it in the seventh month asalaw forall time,
throughout the ages. 42You shall live in booths
seven days; all citizens in Israel shall live in
booths, 43in order that future generations may
know that I made the Israelite people live in
booths when I brought them out of the land of
Egypt, I the LorD your God.

4450 Moses declared to the Israelites the set
times of the Lorb.
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Where do our festivals come from?

Name of festival

Origins
Is it in the Torah?

Main reasons behind
festival

Pesach

Yom Ha-Shoah

Yom Ha-Zikaron

Yom Ha-Atzmaut

Shavuot

Tisha B’'Av

Rosh Ha-Shanah

Yom Kippur

Sukkot

Simchat Torah

Chanukah

Tu B'Shvat

Purim




WHAT SORTS OF QUESTIONS SHOULD WE ASK OF A
FESTIVAL?

Origins:

What is the earliest evidence of the festival?
s it found in the Torah and in what form?
s it a later addition to the calendar - Middle Ages? Modern?
Does it commemorate an event in our story / a historical event?

Evolution:

How did it evolve into what we do today?
Can we trace its development over time?
If it is an ancient festival, how did the rabbis shape its meaning
and ritual?

Layers of meaning:
What is its main emphasis or emphases?
Agricultural?
Narrative?
Historical?
Spiritual?

Observance:

What do we do to mark/celebrate it and why?
In synagogue?
At home?

Modern aspects:
Are there different aspects of the festival for us as Progressive Jews?
What new meanings has it come to have for us?



What happens when?

Hebrew
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English

Nissan

lyar

Sivan
Tammuz
Av

Elul

Tishri

Cheshvan
Kislev

Tevet

Shevat

Adar | (leap
years only)

Adar (Adar |l
in leap years)

Length

30 days

29 days

30 days
29 days
30 days

29 days

30 days

29 or 30
days

30 or 29
days

29 days
30 days

30 days

29 days

Gregorian Equivalent

March-April

April-May

May-June
June-July

July-August

August-September

September-
October

October-November

November-
December

December-January
January-February

February-March

February-March

Festivals

Fast of the First born,
Pesach, Sefirat Ha-Omer,
Yom Ha-Shoah

Sefirat Ha-Omer, Yom
Hazikaron, Yom Ha-Atzmaut,
Lag Ba-Omer,

Yom Yerushalayim

Sefirat Ha-Omer, Shavuot

Shiva-Asar b’ Tamuz (17", The
three weeks

Tisha B’Av (9", Tu b'Av (15"

Rosh Hashanah,

Tzom Gedalia, Yom Kippur,
Sukkot, Hoshanah Rabba,
Shemini Atzeret,

Simchat Torah

Chanukah

Asarah b'Tevet (10"

Tu b'Shevat (15"

Fast of Esther, Purim, Shushan
Purim



