Alyth

#StayHomeWithAlyth Pardes: My favourite...High Holy Day Liturgy

Rosh Hashanah Musaf
Rabbi Hannah Kingston, Thursday 3 September

bTalmud Rosh Hashanah 34b
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Rabba said that the Holy One, Blessed be God, said: Recite before Me on Rosh Hashanah
Malchuyot, Zichronot, and Shofarot, so that you may acknowledge Me as Ruler over you;
Remembrance, so that your remembrance may rise up favourably before Me. And with what
shall this be done? With the means of shofar.

Much has been written about the sounds of the shofar. We may hear a call to battle when the
shofar is sounded, or we may hear the plaintive wail of a Jew who stands in fear before her Creator.
We may hear the joy of a Jew who has once again reached Rosh Hashanah, or the laughter of
Jewish children as they prepare to enjoy their apples and honey.

But | would like us to focus on three distinct time frames, the past, the present and the future. |
would like us to link the three sections of the Musaf service to these three time frames, and then
| would like us to listen very carefully to hear what the shofar is telling us.

Malchuyot: In this section of liturgy, we praise God who rules the world. As Jews, we acknowledge
God'’s sovereignty. Listen to the voice of God speaking through the sounds of the shofar. What do
you hear?

Zichronot: In this section, we remind God of God’s promise to preserve our people. We remember
God’s commitment and our own declaration at Sinai - na’ase v'nishma - we will do and we will
obey. What memories are evoked for you by the sound of the shofar? Do you remember Sinai?
Do you remember the trumpets that sounded as God spoke? Listen.

Shofarot: This section focuses on the future, and God’s promise of future redemption. But in truth,
who will bring redemption. Rabbi Jude Harlow tells us: both God and people. We make the world
worthy of redemption; God redeems the world and history. If we believe that we alone can bring
redemption, we fall into the error of false messianism. If we believe that God alone will bring it, we
fall into the error of despair and inaction. What actions are being required of you when you hear
the blast of the shofar? How is God describing a perfect world?

Rabbi Diane Cohen

Mishnah Rosh Hashanah 4:5, 6
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The order of blessings:
He says “patriarchs”, “powers” and the “sanctification of the name” and includes the kingship
verses with them and does not blow [the shofar].



The sanctification of the day and blows, the remembrance-verses and blows, and the shofar-
verses and blows.

Then he says the blessing of the Temple service and “thanksgiving” and the blessing of the priests,
these are the words of Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri.

Rabbi Akiva said to him: if he does not blow the shofar for the kingship-verses, why should he say
them? Rather he says: “patriarchs”, “powers” and the “sanctification of the name” and includes the
kingship verse with the sanctification of the day and blows the shofar, then he says the
remembrance-verses and blows, and the shofar-verses and blows. Then he says the Temple
service and “thanksgiving” and the blessing of the priest.
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They do not recite less than ten kingship [verses], ten remembrance [verses], and ten shofar
[verses]. Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri says: if he said three from each set he has fulfilled his obligation.
They do not mention kingship, remembrance and shofar verses of punishment. He begins with
[verses] from the Torah and concludes with [verses] from the prophets. Rabbi Yose says: if he
concludes with [a verse] from the Torah he has fulfilled his obligation.

Talmud Rosh Hashanah 32a
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GEMARA: These ten verses of Kingship, to what do they correspond?

Rabbi said: They correspond to the ten praises that David said in the book of Psalms.

There are many more praises?

Those in which it is written by them: “Praise God with the blast of the shofar” (Psalms 150:3)
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Rav Yosef said: The ten verses correspond to the Ten Commandments, which were said to Moses
at Sinai.

Rabbi Yohanan said: They correspond to the ten utterances through which the world was created.
Which are these?

[This is referring to the ten times in the story of creation that we see the phrase] “And He said”
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“And He said” in Genesis? There are only nine
“In the beginning” is also considered an utterance, as it is written: “By the word of the Eternal
were the heavens made” (Psalms 33:6)
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Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri says: If one recited three from each of them, he has fulfilled his obligation.
A dilemma was raised: What is he teaching?



Three from the Torah, three from the Prophets, and three from the Writings, which are nine? And
the difference is only one?

Or perhaps he means that one must recite one verse from the Torah and one from the Prophets
and one from the Writings, which are three altogether, and the difference between them is a large.
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Come and hear, as it is taught: Do not recite fewer than ten verses of Kingship, than ten verses of
Remembrances, than ten verses of Shofarot.

And if one recited seven from each of them, he has fulfilled his obligation, as they correspond to
the seven firmaments in heaven.
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Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri said: One who recites fewer, should not recite fewer than seven, but if he
recited three from each of them he has fulfilled his obligation, as they correspond to the Torah,
the Prophets, and the Writings.

And some say: They correspond to the priests, the Levites, and the Israelites.

Rav Huna said Shmuel said: The halakha is in accordance with Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri.

Malchuyot

bTalmud Rosh Hashanah 32a
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From where do we know that one recites Kingship? It is taught that Rabbi says: “I am the Eternal
your God” (Leviticus 23:22), and [two verses later it states]: “In the seventh month” (Leviticus
23:24). This teaches Kingship must be mentioned on Rosh Hashanah.

Judaism asserts that there is one true God. There is also a Divine standard, but it is always
mediated by human beings. That the people will inevitably get it wrong sometimes is told in the
biblical narrative itself. All religions are interpretations of God’s word. While they may be able to
capture some of God’s will and essence, they are flawed and incomplete. Indeed, it would be
idolatrous to assert any human creation is the ‘one true religion. Judaism simply insists on
faithfulness.

A parable: A man who has to believe that his wife is the most beautiful woman in the world has
no wife, for he is constantly looking at other women to be sure that none may be more beautiful.
He thereby surrenders responsibility for faith in his own marriage, for sacred relationship with his
life partner. You can never know whose wife (or religion) is fairest of them all, anyway, since such
knowledge requires the intimacy of a life lived together (or the journey of a religious life).

The purpose of religion is not to learn what is good, but to learn to do what is good, not to disclose
secrets but to achieve persons. This is the discipline of living in faithfulness.

Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi
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Zichronot
Leviticus 23:24
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Speak to the Israelite people thus: In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall
observe complete rest, a sacred occasion commemorated with loud blasts.

Why is Zichranot such a key part of the Rosh Hashanah Musaf, the key part of the liturgy of the
most important of holy days during the year, the Yamim Noraim?

The Baal Shem Tov, founder of Hasidism, who lived from 1700 to 1766 in Ukraine, makes a
remarkable and profound statement about remembering that captures the essence of Judaism’s
emphasis on memory, so much so that his words are inscribed on the entrance to Israel's House
of Memorial to the victims of the Holocaust, Yad Vashem:

Redemption lies in remembering.
We remember the good and the bad of what happened before us, so that we can make tomorrow
better than today and yesterday.

As we remember, so we begin the slow process of redemption.

Rabbi Dov Peretz Elkins

Shofarot

Numbers 29:1
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In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe a sacred occasion: you
shall not work at your occupations. You shall observe it as a day when the horn is sounded.

The shofar calls - something is asked of me.

Over and above personal problems, there is an objective challenge to overcome inequity, injustice,
helplessness, suffering, carelessness, oppression. Over and above the din of desires there is a
calling, a demanding, a waiting, an expectation. There is a question that follows me wherever |
turn. What is expected of me? What is demanded of me?

What we encounter is not only flowers and stars, mountains and walls. Over and above all things
is a sublime expectation, a waiting for. With every child born a new expectation enters the world.
This is the most important experience in the life of every human being: something is asked of me.
Every human being has had a moment in which he senses a mysterious waiting for him. Meaning
is found in responding to the demand, meaning is found in sensing the demand.

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel




