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Pardes Thursday 27 August 2020 / 7 Elul 5780

Psalm 27
(Adapted from the translation by Robert Alter)

1 Of David. The ETERNAL is my light and my
rescue; whom should | fear? The ETERNAL is
my life’s stronghold; of whom should | be
afriad?

2 When evildoers draw near to me to eat my
flesh - my foes and enemies are they - they
trip and they fall.

3 Though a camp is marshalled against me,
my heart shall not fear. Though battle is
roused against me, nonetheless do | trust.

4 One thing do | ask of the ETERNAL, it is this
that | seek - that | dwell in the house of the
ETERNAL all the days of my life, to behold
the ETERNAL'’s sweetness and to gaze on his
palace.

5 For God hides me in God’s shelter on the
day of evil. God conceals me in the recess of
God’s tent, on a rock God raises me up.

6 And now my head rises over my enemies
around me: Let me offer in God’s tent
sacrifices with joyous shouts. Let me sing and
hymn to the ETERNAL.

9 Hear, ETERNAL, my voice when | call, and
grant me grace and answer me.

8 For You, my heart said: ‘Seek My face.” Your
face, ETERNAL, | do seek.

9 Do not hide Your face from me, do not turn

Your servant away in wrath. You are my help.

Abandon me not, nor forsake me, God of my

rescue.

10 Though my father and mother forsook me,
the ETERNAL would gather me in.
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11 Teach me, ETERNAL, Your way, and lead
me on a level path because of my
adversaries.

12 Do not put me in the maw of my foes. For
false witnesses rose against me, outrageous
deposers.

13 If | but trust to see the ETERNAL's
goodness, in the land of the living -

14 Hope for the ETERNAL! Let your heart be
firm and bold, and hope for the ETERNAL.

Midrash Psalms 27:3
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Our rabbis interpret [this] verse [as referring] to Rosh Hashannah and Yom Kippur.

‘My light’ on Rosh Hashannah, which is the day of judgment, as it is written: ‘And God will bring
forth your cause like the light, and your justice like the high noon’ (Ps 37:6).
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‘And my rescue’ on Yom Kippur, for God rescues us and forgives us for all our wrongs.
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Babylonian Talmud, Berakhot 4a
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And David - who said that he was righteous? Is it not written: ‘If | but trust to see the ETERNAL’s
goodness, in the land of the living’. And it was taught in the name of Rabbi Yosei: why do dots
appear above (ulei? David said before the Holy Blessed One: Master of the universe, | have

confidence in You that You reward the righteous in the future to come, but | do not know if there
will be a place for me among them or not.

Deuteronomy 23:10 with Rashi’'s commentary
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When you go out and encamp against your enemy, you shall guard against every evil thing.
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‘When you go out ... you shall guard ... - Because the Satan accuses at a time of danger.

Bamidbar Rabbah 11:3
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Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai said: For as long as a person does not sin, he is the object of awe and
fear; once he has sinned, he is the subject of awe and fear.
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Until David had sinned in that incident, [he said]: The ETERNAL is my light and my rescue,

whom shall | fear? Etc.’ (Ps 27:1). And as soon as he came to that incident, [it was said]: ‘And let
me come upon him when he is tired and slack-handed’ (2 Sam 17:2).



