The Sugyot Every Reform Jew Should Know

Bava Metzia 58b-59b

y ) Rabbi Josh Levy, Erev Shabbat 15 May 2020

MISHNAH (Mishnah Bava Metzia 4:10, Daf 58b)

Just as there is wronging in buying and selling, so
there is wronging in words.

Someone may not say, “How much is this
object?” if they do not wish to buy it.

If someone has repented, someone should not
say to them, “Remember your past deeds”.

If someone is descended from converts,
someone should not say to them, “Remember
the deeds of your ancestors”.

For it is said AND YOU SHALL NOT WRONG OR
OPPRESS A STRANGER (Exodus 22:21)

GEMARA (Daf 58b-59b)

The Rabbis taught in a baraita:

AND A PERSON SHALL NOT WRONG THEIR FELLOW [AND
YOU SHALL FEAR YOUR GOD, FOR | AM THE ETERNAL
YOUR GOD] (Leviticus 25:17) - this verse speaks
about wronging with words.

You say that this verse speaks about verbal
wronging - perhaps it is about wronging with
money?

When the [previous] verse states IF YOU SELL
SOMETHING TO YOUR FELLOW, OR BUY SOMETHING
FROM THE HAND OF YOUR FELLOW [ONE SHALL NOT
WRONG THE OTHER] (Leviticus 25:14), behold
wronging with money is already mentioned.
How then do | explain the verse AND A PERSON
SHALL NOT WRONG THEIR FELLOW?

It deals with wronging with words.

How so?

If someone has repented, another may not say
to them, “Remember your past deeds”.

If someone is descended from converts, another
may not say to them, “Remember the deeds of
your ancestors”.

If someone is a convert and came to study
Torah, another may not say to them, “Does the
mouth that ate non-kosher meat, rodents and
creeping animals, come to study the Torah that
was communicated from the mouth of the
Almighty?

If someone has suffering afflicting them, or if
someone has illnesses afflicting them, or if they
are burying their children, another may not speak
to them in the manner that the friends of Job
spoke to him IS NOT YOUR PIETY YOUR CONFIDENCE,
YOUR INTEGRITY YOUR HOPE? THINK NOW, WHAT
INNOCENT PERSON EVER PERISHED?” (Job 4:6-7).

gigle

ARIIN 92 ,72001 NRRA ARNIRY DD
071373

%97 9°R RI7Y,77 YOI 71992 32 RS XD
TRY

Pyn 157 3% IR° XD ,723WR Y2 777 OX
DPIWRIT

nyn 957 97 9K X2 ,0°73 12 X7 DX

: 3050 X9Y 7390 XD 937 MR, PP 0IR

'3

1N

2957 0°127 NRIIR INPRY DX WK 110 KD
727

XOX 11K IX 0”127 NRIIRD TN AR

171 NRIIND

IX TR RYY 9211 11510 797 IR RITWD
IR 71 DRI 17 TNORY PO IR

INPHY DX WX 1IN RS D7pm IR 7 KT
07727 NXIIR2

7% X7
WY 9137 17 IMR° PR 72WN Y2 77 OX
QWX

AWy 9157 1% 9K DR 0°93 12 77 X
PNIaR

17D 1% 97K DX 71790 7MY X219 707 OX
X2 DPW»II D°¥PW NIDMLI NP1 YORW
779237 7D TIARIY 77N TINDD

PR3 QX1 1°77 OXR POV PRI P1I0° P DX
19 97K DR 112 DX 3P0 AW IR POV
21K 17721 17 1XYW TI7D

X31957 °377 2103 JMIPN NP0 AR KA
JaR 71 RIT N


https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.25.17
https://www.sefaria.org/Leviticus.25.14
https://www.sefaria.org/Job.4.6-7

If donkey drivers are seeking grain from
someone, they may not say to them, “Go to so-
and-so, as he sells grain”, if they know that this
person has never sold grain.

Rabbi Yehudah says: A person may not even
cast their eyes on merchandise for sale when
they do not have money to purchase it.

The matter depends on a person’s intent, and
with regard to any matter given to the heart, it is
stated AND YOU SHALL FEAR YOUR GOD (Leviticus
25:17).

Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi
Shimon ben Yochai: Wronging with words is
worse than monetary wronging, as with regard to
this [verbal wronging] it is stated And you shall
fear your God. But with regard to that [monetary
wronging], it is it is not stated And you shall fear
your God.

Rabbi Elazar said: [Wronging with words is worse
than monetary wronging] because this [verbal
wronging] affects one’s self, but that [monetary
wronging] affects one’s money.

Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachami said: With this
[monetary wronging] restitution is possible, but
with that [verbal wronging] restitution is not
possible.

A tanna taught in the presence of Rav Nachman
bar Yitzchak: Anyone who makes the face of
another white in public [i.e. humiliates them], it is
as is they have spilled blood.

He [Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak] said to him:
What you have said is correct, for we see that the
red leaves the face [of someone who is
humiliated] and their face turns white.

Abaye said to Rav Dimi: In the West, with regard
to what are they especially careful? He [Rav
Dimi] said to him: They are careful about not
humiliating others, as Rabbi Chanina says,
“Everyone descends to Gehenna except for
three”.

[The Gemara interrupts to ask] Can it really
enter your mind to say that everyone descends
to Gehenna? Rather, say, all who descend to
Gehenna ultimately ascend, except for three who
descend and do not ascend, and these are they:

Someone who engages in intercourse with a
married woman, someone who humiliates
another in public; and someone who calls
another a derogatory name.

[The Gemara interrupts again to clarify]

Isn’t calling someone a derogatory name the
same as humiliating? Even if someone has
become used to it.
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Rabba bar bar Chanah said that Rabbi Yochanan
said:

It is better that a man engage in intercourse with
a woman whose married status is uncertain than
that he should humiliate another in public.

... [proof texts]

And Mar Zutra bar Yoviyah said that Rav said;
and others say Rav Chana bar Bizna said that
Rabbi Shimon Chasida said; and some say Rabbi
Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben
Yochai: It is better that a person cast themselves
into a fiery furnace than humiliate another in
public... [proof texts]
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There then follows a digression about the treatment of a wife by her husband, which includes the

following text about verbal wronging:

Rav Chisda said: All the gates [of Heaven] are
locked, except for the gates [of prayer for those
who experience] verbal wronging, as it is stated
AND BEHOLD, GOD STOOD UPON A WALL BUILT WITH A
PLUMB LINE, AND A PLUMB LINE IN GOD’S HAND (Amos
77...

We have learned in a Mishnah (Keilim 5:10):

If someone cut sections for an oven and put
sand between the bits: Rabbi Eliezer declares it
ritvally clean, but the sages declare it ritually
unclean. This is the ‘oven of Akhnai’

[The Gemara interrupts:]

What is the meaning of ‘Akhnai'?

Rav Yehudah said that Shmuel said: They [the
Rabbis] surrounded it with their statements like a
snake that coils up [Akhnai], and declared it
ritvally unclean.

It was taught in a baraita:

On that day Rabbi Eliezer brought forward every
argument in the world, but they did not accept
them.

He said to them, “If the law agrees with me, let
this carob-tree prove it!” Thereupon the carob-
tree was torn 100 cubits out of its place - others
say 400 cubits. They said, “No proof can be
brought from a carob-tree”.

He then said to them: “If the law agrees with me,
let the stream of water prove it!” Whereupon the
stream of water flowed backwards.

“No proof can be brought from a stream of
water,” they said.
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Again, he said to them: “If the law agrees with
me, let the walls of the schoolhouse prove it”. At
this, the walls began to lean as if to fall. But
Rabbi Yehoshua rebuked the walls, saying:
“When scholars are engaged in a dispute, what
right have you to interfere?”

And so they did not fall out of respect for Rabbi
Yehoshua, but nor did they go upright, out of
respect for Rabbi Eliezer, and they still continue
to lean to this day.

Again he said to them: “If the law agrees with
me, let it be proved from Heaven!

Whereupon a Heavenly Voice went forth and
proclaimed: ‘Why do you dispute with Rabbi
Eliezer, seeing that in all matters the law agrees
with him!

But Rabbi Yehoshua stood up on his feet and
said: IT IS NOT IN HEAVEN (Deut 30:12).

[The Gemara interrupts the baraita to ask:

What is meant by IT IS NOT IN HEAVEN in this
context?

Rabbi Yirmiyah said: Since the Torah was already
given at Mount Sinai, we do not regard a
Heavenly Voice, because You already wrote in
the Torah at Mount Sinai INCLINE ACCORDING TO
THE MAJORITY (Exodus 23:2).

Rabbi Natan once met the Prophet Elijah.

He said to him: What did the Holy One do at that
moment? He said to him: God laughed, and said,
“My children have defeated Me, My children have
defeated Me.”

[We return to the baraita]

They said that on that day, the Rabbis brought all
the things that Rabbi Eliezer had declared ritually
clean and burned them in fire. And they voted
on him and excommunicated him.

And they said, “Who will go and inform him?”
Rabbi Akiva said to them, “l will go, lest an unfit
person go and inform him, and thereby bring
about the destruction of the entire world.”

What did Rabbi Akiva do?

He dressed in black and wrapped himself in
black, and sat before [Rabbi Eliezer] at a distance
of four cubits.

Rabbi Eliezer said to him, “Akiva, what is different
about today from other days”. He said to him,
“My teacher, it appears to me that your
colleagues are removed from you”.
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He [Rabbi Eliezer] also tore his garments and
removed his shoes and he dropped from his
chair and sat upon the ground.

His eyes shed tears, and the world was afflicted:
One-third of its olives [were ruined], one-third of
its wheat, and one-third of its barley.

And some say: Even dough already in a woman’s
hands became spoiled.

It is taught in a baraita:

A great anger occurred on that day. For any
place on which Rabbi Eliezer set his eyes was
burned.

And even Rabban Gamliel, was coming on a
boat [at that time] and a gale threatened to
drown him.

He said, “It seems to me that this is only for the
sake of Rabbi Eliezer ben Hyrcanus”.

He stood on his feet and said, “Ruler of the
Universe, it is revealed and known before You
that | did not do this for my own honour or that
of the house of my father. Rather, it was for Your
honour, so that disputes will not proliferate in
Israel.

The sea calmed from its raging.

[Another story from this event|

Imma Shalom, the wife of Rabbi Eliezer, was the
sister of Rabban Gamliel. From that incident
forward, she would not allow Rabbi Eliezer to fall
on his face [to recite the tachanun prayer which
was understood to have special efficacy].

One day [she thought it was Rosh Chodesh] but
she confused a full month for a deficient month
[she thought that it was Rosh Chodesh when it
was not].

There are some who say that a poor person
came and stood at the door, and she took bread
out to him.

She found him falling on his face in prayer.

She said to him, “Get up, you are killing my
brother”.

Meanwhile, the sound of shofar went forth from
the house of Rabban Gamliel to announce that
he had died.

He [Rabbi Eliezer] said to her, “How did you know
[that your brother would die]?”

She said to him, “I received such a tradition from
the house of my father’s father: All the gates [of
Heaven] are locked, except for the gates [of
prayer for those who experience] verbal
wronging.”
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The Gemara then continues with a discussion of the severity of wronging someone who has

converted...



