ALYTH KINDERGARTEN
Safeguarding Children

1.6a Uncollected child - Emergency Plan - Severe Weather                                                    

EYFS key themes and commitments

Parents will receive a text message from their class representative before 8.15am on the morning of closure.  We will also endeavor to put the closure on the Alyth website, under ‘Kindergarten’.

In severe weather where possible Alyth Kindergarten will stay open. Of course exceptionally severe weather may disrupt even the best of plans.

As well as general information, such as how to contact pupils' families and staff, plans for severe weather include:

· maintaining stocks of salt or grit (Building Supervisor)

· identifying which walkways or areas need to be kept clear to allow people to get around the premises safely  (Building Supervisor)

· All staff members need to get in for the school to operate safely.  In the event that some staff cannot get in the Head Teacher will try and get our regular supply staff to come in.  Parents have to notify us if they are not coming to school which will help plan how many staff we will require in these situations.

The Head Teacher will make any decision about closure with the Chair of the Kindergarten Management Committee, using information from the London Borough of Barnet website on school closures and the latest updates on closures at Akiva School, taking into consideration local weather and ground conditions, and the likely impact of the weather on the numbers of staff and pupils who will be able to get into school. In timing our decision, we will balance the likely accuracy of weather forecasts against the benefits of early decisions to help parents and staff plan ahead; in many cases, decisions will however need to be taken in the hours immediately before the start of the school day.

Risk Assessment

The Head Teacher as the decision-maker will take a proportionate approach to assessing risks. Closing the school has a clear impact on children and families. Remaining open may increase risks arising from less supervision, longer journeys to and from school, minor slips and bumps, etc. These are the practical steps we will take to manage these increased risks:

· bringing some groups together in the middle area to ensure adequate supervision 

· ending the school day early (if there is afternoon school) so that children do not get home too late (while making arrangements for children who cannot get collected by parents until later).  See our Safeguarding, Uncollected Child policy.

If we judge that children or staff will face significant risks of injury in school, or travelling to and from school, then a balanced decision may be that the school should close.

Information about local road conditions will normally be available on local media, and the police may issue advice to travellers.

If we cannot get enough staff in to manage safely the expected numbers of pupils, closure may again be advisable. 

Communicating closure to students and parents

You will receive a text message from your class representative before 8.15am on the morning of closure.  We will also endeavor to put the closure on the Alyth website, under ‘Kindergarten’.

The Head Teacher can contact each family if necessary from home.  Class Representatives will be phoned and asked to contact everyone in their group. In the event that the Head Teacher is unobtainable then the following people (in order) can be given access to the school database to inform parents in cases of emergency closure:

Deputy Head

Kindergarten Administrator 
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